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Foreword
Mobdiun is a Tunisian non-profit organization that analyzes, mobilizes and acts for the social,
economic and political inclusion of youth in Tunisia, with a special focus on young people living in
disadvantaged communities. Mobdiun dreams of a solid, stable and inclusive democracy in Tunisia in
which all citizens, and especially the most vulnerable ones, can have their voice heard and participate
in decision-making. Witnessing the creativity and innovation potential of Tunisian youth regardless of
their social background, in the various fields that affect their lives, Mobdiun believes in their ability to
support the development of Tunisian society creatively and peacefully.
For its first large-scale project, the Mobdiun Executive Board selected the district of Kram Ouest
in the northern suburbs of Tunis as a pilot area to test a new methodological approach that aims, in the
long term, to improve the living conditions of adolescents in Tunisia. This approach seeks to listen, in a
scientific and studied way, to teenagers in order to understand their experiences, their perceptions,
their dreams and the obstacles that impede the realization of these dreams. With this knowledge in
hand, this approach will attempt its chief objective, which is to propose avenues for reflection, actions
and projects that will contribute to the personal development of these youth. In addition, the association
will work with young people to develop an action plan based on their priorities and ensure that the
government, the private sector and civil society organizations are mobilized to implement this plan. At
the end of this process, Mobdiun will have tested, readjusted and evaluated its innovative approach and
developed a methodology that could be applied in neighborhoods with characteristics similar to those
of the pilot area. This report supports the first and the second part of Mobdiun's methodological
approach which, with the new municipal councils elected on May 6, 2018, will be primed to initiate a
reflection on the best way to support young Tunisians in working class neighborhoods.
“Being a Teenager in Kram Ouest 7 Years after the Revolution of January 14th, 2011 in Tunisia”
is a substantive report that presents a critical analysis of this issue, and provides any decision-maker
with valuable information and guidance on how to restore confidence between the state and citizens.
Omezzine Khelifa, Mobdiun – Creative Youth, Founder & CEO
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Figure 1: Geographical Location of Tunisia1

1

Source: Google Maps
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Figure 2: Geographical Location of Kram Ouest, Northern Suburb of Tunis
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I.

Why is this Study Necessary?
More than seven years after the Revolution, there are few studies that can give an account of

the situation of those who live in the poor neighborhoods of Tunisia, despite their role in the origin of
the social protests and mobilization of December and January, 2011 in Tunisia. Although these
neighborhoods were home to a high proportion of those who died or were wounded so that Tunisian
women and men can live in freedom and dignity, they are often marginalized by Tunisian society and
media. Especially since the beginning of the war in Syria2 and the attacks and murders in Tunisia since
20123, these neighborhoods have been labeled hotbeds of violence in which radicalization is a growing
phenomenon.
According to several studies, including a report by the US House of Representatives Task Force
on Combating Terrorist and Foreign Fighter Travel4, more young people have left Tunisia to join armed
groups in the conflict zones than from any other nation. According to figures from the Tunisian Ministry
of the Interior5 for the year 2016, more than 3,000 young people went to fight in Syria, 800 died and
600 returned to Tunisia. Their reintegration into society, as well as that of young people whom the
security forces were able to intercept before their departure, causes new challenges to both politicians
and civil society. To be addressed, these challenges require that the difficulties experienced by young
people in Tunisia be seriously examined and understood in order to provide them with workable
methods for integration and fulfillment.
To date, there is no data or public analysis showing the involvement of young people from poor
neighborhoods in these departures, despite the bad reputation of these neighborhoods. As part of the
pilot project in Kram Ouest, Mobdiun worked with young people living in this neighborhood to

Started in March 2011 in line with Arab uprisings in North Africa and the Middle East, the revolution in Syria has turned
into an internal conflict, where fighting opposes supporters of the regime of Bashar Al Assad, violent extremist organizations
(ISIS, Jabhat Al Nosra ..) and other countries and parastatal organizations in the region.
3 Ayari M., 2016, Violence jihadiste en Tunisie: l’urgence d’une stratégie nationale, Briefing Moyen-Orient et Afrique du Nord
de Tunis/Bruxelles (International Crisis Group N°50)
4
Homeland Security Committee Task Force, 2015 “Combating terrorist and foreign fighter travel”
https://homeland.house.gov/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/TaskForceFinalReport.pdf
5Huffington Post, 2017, “In 2016, 245 Terrorist Cells Dismantled and 537 Persons in Court," Interior Minister Announces
http://www.huffpostmaghreb.com/2017/04/22/story_n_16166892.html
2
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understand their living conditions, the factors that may have contributed to perceptions of violence and
the youth’s resistance to these factors.
Thanks to collaboration with a group of sociologists and two consulting firms, Mobdiun
listened to 460 young people between the ages of 12 and 18, half girls and half boys, from the Kram
Ouest neighborhood and the wealthy neighborhoods of La Marsa and Sidi Bou Said. These different
encounters and the resulting analysis have led to the development of this study, which contributes to a
better understanding of the dreams and aspirations of this under-studied population, while helping to
understand the possible causes of radicalization not restricted to religious motivations. With a strong
focus on the success and fulfillment of youth in these areas, the study aims to find methods for
improving these young lives that do not fall within the traditional security-based policies.

II.

Why in Kram Ouest?
Figure II.1: Borders of the Kram Neighborhood6

6

Source: Ministry of Equipment
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Figure II.2: Data7 on the neighborhoods of El Kram and La Marsa
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Kram Ouest is a neighborhood belonging to the city of El Kram 8 , located about twenty
kilometers north of Tunis (Figures 2 and II.1). Of all the cities in the northern suburbs of the capital, this
district was home to the highest proportion of the young people killed in clashes with the police during
the protests of 2010 and 2011. The families of these martyrs have mobilized to obtain justice for their
children9. After launching a sarcastic campaign aimed at the government titled “Prends la valeur de la
balle et rends sa valeur au martyr “ which loosely translates to take the value of the bullet and restore
our rights, they went on hunger strike to protest what they considered to be "a lack of thoroughness on
the part of the military in investigating their children’s murder on January 13, 2012 ".
It is also worth noting that since the Revolution, residents and young people of the
neighborhood gathered under the banner of the "Rijel Al Thawra of Kram" (Revolutionary Men of Kram)
and organized protest movements that received significant attention on the national scene. This group,
made up mostly of people living in Kram, has resorted to violence during some of their protests.

General Census of Population and Housing 2014, National Institute of Statistics (INS)
El Kram has a population of 74,132 people according to the 2014 General Census of Population and Housing (INS)
9Nawaat, 2012, “Families of the Kram martyrs on hunger strike: # Take back the money value of the bullet and restore the
martyr’s rights ”
https://nawaat.org/portail/2012/07/24/les-familles-des-martyrs-du-kram-en-greve-de-la-faim-prends-la-valeur-de-laballe-et-rends-sa-valeur-au-martyr/
7
8
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In addition, like several other neighborhoods of Tunis, Kram Ouest10 stands out as a significant
place of support among youth for radical religious movements such as "Ansar-al-Sharia"11. “Ansar-alSharia”, meaning the supporters of Sharia, is a Salafist jihadist group combining charitable activities,
proselytism and the use of violence to promote a Salafist ideology, jihad and the establishment of
Islamic law (Sharia)12. This group was officially established in Tunisia in 2011 and was designated in
2014 by the United Nations Security Council as affiliated with al-Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb13. This
group has claimed several terrorist attacks in Tunisia targeting the security apparatus, political figures,
public and private institutions and civilians14, as well as suicide attacks and kidnappings15.
In order to try to understand the daily life experienced by teenagers of Kram Ouest in this
context, Mobdiun started looking for indicators for why this neighborhood appeared to so strongly
support radical activities 16 . Noting the lack of such data in the public domain, Mobdiun compared
information available on the "mother" commune of Kram and the neighboring municipality of La Marsa.
With the exception of a higher unemployment rate in Kram (12% versus 9% as shown in Figure II. 2),
there is no major difference between the situation of households in this city and that of La Marsa, which
is reputed to shelter the middle and upper class, which could explain the deep frustration of young
people in the West Kram. However, the field survey of young people in this neighborhood reveals a
more detailed picture of the economic reality in the neighborhood. Although unemployment rates may
be relatively similar, the mostly low income jobs held by parents in Kram is a more pernicious and
entrenched source of economic difficulties (see graphs II. 3 and II. 4).

10Guessoumi

M ; Ben Ayed K. ; Ben Hmida R. ; Kochbati I. ; Gzara M. ; Machouch A. ; Mdimagh S. ; Yacoubi N ; Gzara I ; Zaibi
H ; Raddaoui R ; Mekki A ; Ouni R ; Achech H. (2016). Terrorism in Tunisia through court records. Tunisia: Tunisian Forum
of Economic and Social Rights. P61-62.
11 « Ansar-al-Sharia » is a Tunisian armed group founded by Seifallah Ben Hassine in early 2011. It has links with the
organization of al-Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb and has been involved in attacks against Tunisian security forces,
assassinations of Tunisian political figures and a tourist hotel bombing.
12 Stanford University, 2016, « Mapping Militant Organizations », http://web.stanford.edu/group/mappingmilitants/cgibin/groups/view/547
13
UNSC, 2014, « Narrative Summaries of Reasons for Listing: Ansar Al-Sharia’a in Tunisia »,
https://www.un.org/sc/suborg/en/sanctions/1267/aq_sanctions_list/summaries/entity/ansar-al-shari’a-in-tunisia%28aas-t%29
14 Idem.
15 Stanford University, 2016, « Mapping Militant Organizations », http://web.stanford.edu/group/mappingmilitants/cgibin/groups/view/547
16 Demographic, educational and economic indicators, as well as household characteristics, living conditions and housing.
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Figure II.3: Father's Occupation in Kram Ouest
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Figure II.4: Mother's Occupation in Kram Ouest
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In an effort to understand the reality of these young people, it is important to examine the
history of the neighborhood. As it formed amidst an influx of people from the countryside,17 Kram Ouest
in the 1970s was mostly composed of informal settlements with a majority of the population working
as day laborers and unskilled workers 18. From 1983 on, the neighborhood was built up to improve
housing conditions and ensure the social integration of the population. Improved infrastructure made
it possible to open up the neighborhood and aided the development of economic activity19.
However, Kram Ouest has always experienced uprisings during social protests that have marked
the history of Tunisia, especially during the "bread riots" that shook the country in 198420. Additionally,
it’s an area reputed to house criminals, drug traffickers and smugglers. Its police station was burned 21
during the Revolution, but has never been rebuilt since, depriving the residents of an official and visible
police presence in the neighborhood.
The following study attempts to expand beyond the issue of radicalization to transcribe the
reality experienced by these adolescents through an examination of their social, economic, urban,
political and psychological experiences as well as their aspirations and perceptions. This lived reality
seems to constitute a breeding ground for the emergence of a deep frustration which leads some young
people to dangerous behaviors and radical life choices like dropping out of school, delinquency,
violence, illegal immigration and religious radicalization.
This study begins with a gender approach that aims to analyze the family as a primary agent of
socialization22, the relationship to the neighborhood, gender-based violence and the relationship to law
enforcement (part a). It then addresses the educational and cultural environment of the neighborhood
(part b). The third part (c) is tackling self-perception and the relationship of adolescents to religion. It

42.6% of young people surveyed declared that there are tribal affiliations in the neighborhood of Kram West. The tribes
they know are by order of importance: Frechich (65.5%), other tribes (38.8%), Mthalith (37%), Ammarya (31%), Jlas (13%),
Awled Ayar (6%) and 4% answered they did not know which tribes are present. It is possible to go back to the regions of
origin of these tribes to better understand the rural-urban migration flows that contributed to the settlement of Kram West
and to determine their impact on the current dynamics within the neighborhood.
18 World Bank Group & Cities Alliance, 2003: "Evaluation of Urban Rehabilitation Programs"
19 Idem.
20 Gilbert Naccache, 2017, « Ana… Chroniques, souvenirs des dernières années du 20 e siècle et un peu au-delà », Chama
Editions
21 Kram West police station is now located in Carthage Byrsa, the inhabitants have to take a taxi to get there.
22 The process of learning to behave in a way that is acceptable to society.
17
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then exposes the different risk behaviors that some of them engage in (part d), to finally try to
understand the conditions and reasons for radicalization (part e). In addition to the first part devoted
to gender approach, the latter is transversal in all parts and highlights, at all levels, the differences in
experiences, behaviors and perceptions among teenagers and adolescents.
Hence, the analysis of collected data23 will be carried out by gender, age group and geographical
area, between teenagers in Kram Ouest and in the wealthier neighborhoods of La Marsa and Sidi Bou
Said. This methodology combines a qualitative and a quantitative component. The first took place in
two stages: focus groups before the quantitative survey and individual interviews with adolescent boys
and girls of Kram Ouest, as well as resource persons working with or around them, after the quantitative
survey. The second stage was a field survey of a representative sample of young people from Kram
Ouest and a control group selected among other young people residing in La Marsa and Sidi Bou Said.

23

See in appendix for the detailed methodology.
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III.

Being a Teenager in Kram Ouest, 7 Years after the
Revolution of January 14th, 2011
a. A Gender-Based Approach in Kram Ouest
In order to analyze the social factors affecting adolescent boys and girls in Kram Ouest, this

section tries to understand how they perceive themselves in their environment and identify themselves
socially, while highlighting the differences and similarities between boys and girls.
A gender-based approach is a comparative analysis of the situation of girls and the situation of boys in
given fields. Differentiating between the situations of girls and boys is essential to grasping the
conditions in which young people in Kram Ouest come of age. Indeed, the behaviors and representations
of a young adolescent girl from Kram Ouest are not the same as those of a young boy from Kram Ouest
or those of a teenager from La Marsa or Sidi Bou Said. Several aspects were analyzed through various
observable indicators. These are: gender and socialization, gender and space investment, and gender
and violence. There will be a systematic distinction of gender, age groups and neighborhood. Thus, the
comparative analysis of girls and boys in Kram Ouest will be supplemented by an analysis of young
people in La Marsa and Sidi Bou Said as a control neighborhood in order to examine economic factors
as well as to isolate the specific characteristics of the study area.
An analysis of family dynamics in the focus groups demonstrated the importance of the family
unit in the daily lives of teenagers. Perceived as a protective framework and a source of support, the
family plays a crucial role in their education and their empowerment. For girls, the family is experienced
as a backbone and a source of unconditional support. In general, teenager’s relationships with their
parents are described as generally good. Relationships with siblings are rather tense, with sometimes
verbal and physical abuse when it comes to negotiating outings, sports etc.
For boys, the focus groups revealed an ambivalent relationship with family structures: on the
one hand, the respondents consider the family a support for integration and an instrument of
protection, while on the other hand, they denounce an exacerbated patriarchal authority stemming
from a lack of communication with parents, fathers in particular, a sign of a striking generation gap. In
16

fact, on top of the change in the perception of parental roles within the family, boys in Kram Ouest
experience a generational conflict with the values of their fathers. They emphasize the existence of a
relationship gap with the family group and that of their peers, which they compare to a conflict between
two different systems of values. According to them, the family system is based on conservative and
traditional values with an authoritarian bias, while their social system incorporates broken and relaxed
norms deemed deviant by the family. Their masculinity is thus expressed by a double positioning within
the family: being in conflict with the parents is, according to them, valued implicitly by society, whereas
with the sisters, they are supposed to play the role of the protector through domination.

i. Patriarchy is Persistent, but Starts to Crack
“We live in a society in which when a man wishes to ask a woman's hand in marriage, he will first
inquire about her father, not about her mother, since it is the father who is responsible for the
whole family » (Lilia, Kram Ouest)
Culturally, in Tunisia, as in most Muslim countries in the Middle East and North Africa, it is the
father who is perceived as the head of the family. In general, decisions affecting the management of the
household are taken by him since he is the pillar of family authority. The Tunisian Personal Status Code
promulgated in 1956 stipulates in its article 23, modified by the law number 93-74 of July 12, 1993, that
"the husband, as head of the family, has to provide for his wife and children"24.
The results of questionnaires and interviews reveal two marked trends: the first is a
continuation of the current patriarchal model while the second suggests the beginning of the
reconsideration of gender roles within the family. Indeed, there is still a higher participation of girls,
especially those aged between 12 and 14, in domestic chores. In Kram Ouest more than La Marsa, these
tasks are divided by gender with girls more likely to be restricted to cooking and cleaning than boys.
Likewise, the questionnaires demonstrate that, even if the participation of boys in housework is high,
the gender division persists. DIY activities remain the domain of boys in both studied neighborhoods.

24E-Justice,

Decree of 13th August 1956, « Personal Status Code, article 23 »,
http://www.e-justice.tn/fileadmin/fichiers_site_francais/codes_juridiques/Statut_personel_Fr.pdf
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However, the trend towards the erosion of patriarchy is observable in the large participation of boys in
household chores in both studied areas. As Amin, 15, points out, "I tidy my room, I cook, I make
couscous, ratatouille, dishes with sauce, I help a lot."
The share of the mother's and father's investment in the domestic space confirms the persistence
of the patriarchal model and rejects the hypothesis that "wealthier" circles could bring about changes
in gender differentiated roles and status. In fact, Kram Ouest boys aged between 15 and 18 years
estimate that their father performs more household chores than boys in La Marsa: 25% of them
answered "always" compared to 3.4% of boys from La Marsa. But invariably, in both neighborhoods
and in both age groups, it is the mother who "always" does the domestic chores. Alia explains: "my
mother does everything, she gets up, she tidies up, takes my brothers to sport training, goes to work, cooks
and even finds time to do other things". Wafa adds: "the father works; it is hard for him, but the mother
has an additional responsibility for the house."
Boys say that they participate in domestic chores, but they acknowledge that it is their sisters
who perform them on a daily basis. Moreover, they mention the participation of their sisters more than
the girls themselves do. Thus, girls would be initiators of a change of this model by refusing to formulate
this inequality in their answers to the questionnaire. Perceptions of the value of work and education for
women and men point to a tendency to maintain the status quo for boys, and for a reversal or even
inversion for girls. Meaning, boys residing in Kram Ouest are more likely to think that men's work is
more important than women's work, especially those aged 15 to 18 years. The younger ones are more
flexible about this model. In contrast, about 77% of girls aged 15 to 18 believe that women's work is as
important as or even more important than that of men.
As for the places in which women should work, i.e. inside the home, outside the home or in both,
there is a difference of opinion between boys living in La Marsa or Sidi Bou Said and those residing in
Kram Ouest. In La Marsa and Sidi Bou Said, 84% say that women's work should be done both inside and
outside the home, while only 56% in Kram say the same thing while 34% believe that their work should
lie within the home. This difference is not observed among girls in these neighborhoods, who express
the same opinion on the issue. Moreover, it is interesting to note how much girls want to be able to
18

combine both spaces and not to give up work outside the home. There is a greater gender difference in
Kram Ouest, where girls, more than boys, consider that women's work should be done in both spaces,
while a significant proportion of boys feel that it should be done only inside the home.
With regard to the requests for permission and the decision making within the family, the data
is rather surprising, because they show that the father is no longer the sole custodian of authority. Even
though girls in Kram Ouest are more likely than boys to ask for permission to go out, the requests are
addressed to a greater extent to the mother, in both neighborhoods. Important decisions for the family,
such as school, work, and dating, are made by both parents together.
It seems that 12-14 years old boys in Kram Ouest believe that it is not only their fathers, but also
their mothers who make important decisions, unlike boys in La Marsa and Sidi Bou Said who believe
these kind of decisions lie only with the father.

ii. Masculinity and Femininity: Representations of the Roles of Men
and Women
Young women and men in both neighborhoods strongly agree that the protection and financial
support of the family is the responsibility of both men and women, a shift away from typical patriarchal
family structures. Admittedly, the financial support of the family is not a novelty in itself, because
women are often the only economic providers of the home, especially in so-called "deprived"
neighborhoods. It is nevertheless important to note that this responsibility is now part of the role of
women in the eyes of young people today. According to them, women also have a protective role,
something that is traditionally perceived as a male specialty.
With regard to work, young people believe it is the role of the man to work. Among young people
aged 15 to 18, only 58.6% of boys think that women also have a role in working, in contrast with 76.5%
of girls. In La Marsa and Sidi Bou Said as well, 72.4% of boys aged 15 to 18 and 92.4% of girls in the
same age group hold the same opinion (maintaining the same gender distinction). While these are still
high rates, there is a significant difference between the neighborhoods. In addition, there is a tendency
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for girls, more than boys, to emphasize the female role in supporting the family. Still, all neighborhoods,
genders and age groups agree that men and women must be respected and obeyed.
"There is absolutely no difference between the man and the woman, they are the same, they
must help each other in everything, the difference lies in the one who gets tired the most,
and it is this one that needs to be helped, there are homes where the father is unemployed
and it is the woman who works ". (Amine, 15 years old, Kram Ouest)
With slight variations, the following roles are generally expected from both men and women:
- Protecting the family and taking care of it financially,
- Working,
- Being respected in the neighborhood,
- Being obeyed.
These dual gender expectations contribute to the erosion of the patriarchal model in which the
man performs the primary functions of earning a living for the family and protecting it while being
respected and obeyed.
By contrast, the notion of gender equality is not yet generalized to all interactions within the
family. This is reflected in the attitude of most adolescent boys and girls in Kram Ouest who disagree
with the idea that a husband should listen to his wife and think that brothers do not have to take into
account the opinion of their sisters. They also agree that mother and sister have to obey their father and
brothers.
However, the majority of girls aged 12 to 14 or 15 to 18 do not believe men should impose their
opinion by force. There is also a strong gender gap on this issue in La Marsa and Sidi Bou Said: only
3.7% of girls agree that men should impose their opinion by force, compared to 27% boys. In fact, it is
actually the girls of Kram Ouest who disagree most strongly with this idea. They have internalized a
form of revolt that leads them to reject more strongly anything that might establish a link between the
use of force and gender discrimination.
There is a neighborhood distinction among boys regarding men and household chores. In Kram
Ouest, they believe more strongly that these chores are not men’s responsibility. Among 15-18 years
20

old in this Kram Ouest, girls are more likely to consider “care for the house” part of a man’s role, a
difference not seen in La Marsa nor in Sidi Bou Said. In contrast, very few boys or girls disagree that
part of the woman’s role is to be in charge of household chores. This suggests that despite a growing
female responsibility in areas like decision making and authority, they still have greater responsibility
than men for domestic work.
In conclusion to these two questions, it is undeniable that the family today is experiencing deep
changes in the roles and status of women and men, even if there are still major gaps between the two.
We are witnessing an extension of the role of women who would accumulate the "traditionally
recognized" responsibilities with new responsibilities within the household and concerning children,
especially in Kram Ouest. It should be emphasized that while several studies of gender roles in Tunisia
highlight the types of violence and discrimination women face, few acknowledge the erosion of the
patriarchal model that is underway. The boundaries between the roles of men and women, or that of
the father and the mother are becoming less stark and more egalitarian. The roles attributed to each
gender are less rigid, even if they still involve gender-based restrictions.

iii. The Relationship to the Neighborhood: between Diversity and
Exclusion
"Wled-el-Houma: neighborhood youth"
"In our neighborhood, for sharing a joy we are together, for facing a death we are also together"
During the focus group conversations, the teenagers expressed a strong attachment to their
Kram Ouest neighborhood, something later confirmed by the quantitative survey. This territorial
identification extends on several levels: first, the neighborhood is a source of identity and belonging for
the respondents, as well as a source of difference with other social groups from other neighborhoods
such as Sidi Bou Said, La Marsa and others. 55.2% of boys and 50.6% of girls aged 15 to 18 claim to
present themselves as sons and daughters of Kram Ouest, compared to 20.7% and 51.9% respectively
adolescents from La Marsa (Figures a.iii.1 and a.iii.2).
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Figure a.iii.1: Percentage of boys who identify with neighborhood, street, and suburbs when
introducing themselves25
How do you introduce yourself outside your
neighborhood?
Answers of boys 15 - 18 years-old
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Figure a.iii.2: Percentage of girls who identify with neighborhood, street, and suburbs when
introducing themselves 26
How do you introduce yourself outside your
neighborhood?
Answers of girls 15 - 18 years-old
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For boys, the neighborhood is first and foremost a source of identity. More than just a residence,
the neighborhood forms for them a group of belonging to which they identify with other social groups
such as "Wled Tounes" (Tunis youth), "Wled Sidi Bou" (Sidi Bou Said youth), etc. Therefore, the
neighborhood seems to represent a matrix of social integration: the peer groups consist mainly of "Wled

25
26

x²= 26,421, SIG=0,000, dll= 3, p<0,05
x²= 19,822, SIG=0,000, dll= 3, p<0,05
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el Houma" (neighborhood youth); extended family members are present in the neighborhood and
young people are personally close to their neighbors.
As for girls, the neighborhood is also an integral part of their identity, forming the basis of a
“we” which they depend on and drawing a clear distinction with the adjoining neighborhoods where
they go to cafes or for a walk. However, with regard to the outdoor spaces in Kram Ouest, we observe
that when referring only to the middle and upper class, only the Hammam is attended equally by boys
and girls. Historically and culturally, the Hammam is a gathering place characteristic of neighborhood
life. In Tunisia, they are Moorish baths where different sections of the population go. They are by nature
single-gender spaces, because men and women go there at different times of the day. The adolescents
of Kram Ouest, more so than those of La Marsa and Sidi Bou Said, tend to gather there, probably due to
lack of bathrooms at home (Figure a.iii.3).
Figure a.iii.3: Activities in Public Spaces by Gender in Kram Ouest
Attendance of Publics Spaces by Gender
Comparison of 15-18 year old boys and girls from West Kram
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In Kram Ouest, only boys go to cafes, unlike in La Marsa and Sidi Bou Said, where cafes are also
visited by girls aged 15 to 18. Other public spaces such as amusement arcades, "Publinet" spaces
(internet access points) and the "street corner" confirm this form of spatial discrimination and the
exclusion of girls.
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These figures relating to the use of outdoor spaces show a noteworthy exclusion of girls. The
question that arises is whether these exclusively masculine spaces are in fact forbidden to girls or
whether they avoid them of their own free will. Would girls tend to exclude themselves from these
spaces because of their organization, the people who typically occupy such spaces, or an underlying
misogynistic culture that governs them? All of the above appears true. Exposing themselves to different
types of informal sanctions, girls desert these spaces and leave their neighborhood to enjoy the mixed
cafes in La Marsa and Sidi Bou Said or to practice sports in clubs or indoors.
In a similar way, the neighborhood represents for teenagers a source of material and symbolic
solidarity during times of distress, such as financial problems or the death of a loved one. During the
focus groups, girls stated that the social bonds formed in their neighborhood materialize by an almost
automatic and reciprocal sharing of moments of joy and of grief. This solidarity comes in various forms:
"In hard times, we help each other: for Eid, and even for the sheep," says a respondent, speaking of a
neighbor who was helped to buy a sheep. Another says: "the main characteristic of this neighborhood
is mutual help: when persons are sick, everyone goes to see them, we help them clean their houses".
Mutual help even extends to financial support, such as the purchase of medicine; we also take the sick
person to the hospital if we have a car." Or: "in our neighborhood for sharing a joy we are together, for
facing a death, we are together". The neighborhood is in many cases an extension of the family.
Despite these sentiments, there is an underlying ambivalence to this strong territorial
identification. Boys sometimes describe their neighborhood as "a jungle" in which they wage a war of
all against all, a war driven by the individualistic interests of each and every one. According to them, the
violent disputes between neighbors, friends, and "neighborhood youth" are part of everyday life. These
statements must warn against any homogeneous representation of life in the poorer neighborhoods;
they indicate that the strong socio-territorial identification that characterizes the relationship of
respondents to their neighborhood is more the result of the massive economic disaffiliation that the
popular classes are experiencing than an automatic solidarity or paramount group spirit.
In addition, girls talked about various forms of "discrimination" and "marginalization" related
to their place of residence, especially when it comes to enrollment for sports or cultural activities when
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simply mentioning their address. There is a form of stigmatization associated with the name "5
Décembre"27 experienced by girls, whether by persons, institutions or media.
Among boys, this feeling of stigma seems to provoke two contradictory emotions: on the one
hand, it excites the pride of belonging to an untouchable neighborhood, on the other it arouses
resentment resulting from the feeling of being deprived of the qualities of a worthy individual and the
capacity to access a way of life considered "normal". Indeed, for boys in particular, the neighborhood
symbolizes the martyrs and the wounded of the Revolution, which should be a source of pride and
recognition (Figure.a.iii.4), but they feel systematically stigmatized by the media, which portrays a
neighborhood of violence, delinquency and terrorism, as previously pointed out.
Figure a.iii.4: Percentage of teenagers describing their neighborhood as being recognized by its
Revolution martyrs and wounded28, by Gender and by Neighborhood
According to you, your neighborhood is recognized by its
Revolution martyrs and wounded
Answers of 15 to 18 year olds
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In this case, the respondents describe the differences between their neighborhood and the other
residential neighborhoods in the northern suburbs of Tunis in an essentially moral language. They
notice the differences in infrastructure, standards of living and access to consumer goods, but first and
foremost the way of life of the inhabitants of the adjacent residential neighborhoods of Sidi Bou Said

27
28

“5 décembre”: is the nickname of the Kram Ouest district.
Boys: Pearson Chi-square = 38,246a ; 3 ; p = 0 ,000
Girls: Pearson Chi-square = 15,844b ; 3 ; p = 0,001
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and La Marsa which seem strange to them. The isolation, the emphasis on individualism, the coldness
of human relations and even the calm characterizing these neighborhoods contrast with the solidarity,
the hyper-social interaction and the noisy atmosphere of their neighborhood.
In addition, survey respondents also unanimously expressed their dissatisfaction with the
infrastructure of the Kram Ouest neighborhood. They underline the degradation of basic public
services, such as public lighting and sanitation, as well as the quasi-absence of any recreational facilities.
They perceive this as a sign of social disengagement from the state.

iv. Gender and Violence
This question is devoted to the different types of violence faced by young people in Kram
Ouest, whether in their direct environment or within their educational institution. Overall, the results
showed that boys are more confronted with violence than girls, whether psychological or physical, in
Kram Ouest but also in La Marsa and Sidi Bou Said. As a rule, boys are more often victims of violence in
Kram Ouest than in La Marsa and Sidi Bou Said. For example, 12-14-year-old boys residing in Kram
Ouest are more likely to have been victims of verbal abuse in the past year than girls, and more so than
boys in La Marsa and Sidi Bou Said. Different indicators of the types of violence, such as "we have been
spit on" or "we have been humiliated", confirm this trend: boys aged 15 - 18 are more likely to face this
than girls of the same age, and more in Kram than in La Marsa. The same is true for violent threats,
which are observed especially among 12-14-year-old boys in Kram Ouest. This type of violence occurs
in the street.
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Figure a.iv.1: Comparison of exposure to insults in the public space by gender in Kram Ouest
vs. La Marsa/Sidi Bou Said
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Neighborhood as well as gender plays a decisive role in physical violence as well. Boys aged 12
to 14 in Kram Ouest were more likely than either boys in La Marsa and Sidi Bou Said or girls in both
studied age groups to be victims of assault. Concerning mockery about physical appearance or dress
style, Kram Ouest girls aged 12 to 14 are more exposed than boys and girls in La Marsa. This trend is
also confirmed in educational institutions where boys were confronted with physical violence more
often than girls. This violence was perpetrated by pupils for the 12-14 olds and by teachers for the 1518 years old. The same is true of psychological violence.
These results are explained firstly by the fact that boys learn socially that a man defends himself
by force, as a symbol of manhood. Boys are therefore not only the most exposed to violence, but they
are also its instigators: they are both victims and perpetrators of violence. Adolescence is probably the
critical moment in which the characteristics of the young person’s identity are crystallized in relation
to the gendered norms they have internalized and in relation to their peers. Young people develop their
identity by referring to the standardized expectations that society has given them, for example on how
to act when they are angry: by controlling themselves, or by resorting to insult and violence.
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Figure a.iv.2: Comparison of exposure to beating in public spaces by gender in
Kram Ouest vs. La Marsa/Sidi Bou Said
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v. Relationship with Security Forces and Police Officers
"They harm us more than they protect us"
According to the teenagers, the police are perceived as a tool of control and the repression of
the State, a legacy of the dictatorship. It symbolizes for many, not law enforcement or security, but
injustice and humiliation. Their interactions with it are marked by hostility, abuse of power and regular
episodes of violence that provoke individual outrage and group protests. In December 2017, Kram
Ouest witnessed a notable example of this pattern when violent clashes between young people and the
police began during protests against an episode of police violence against a resident.29
On the other hand, few incidents are to be reported in the city of La Marsa, where the
authorities have implemented in 2017 "a Tunisian model of community policing" 30 that aspires to
"create a relationship of trust and partnership between the police and the citizen "31. As stated in the
article, this model is not planned for the Kram Ouest area.

Nessma TV, 2017, « Kram-West: Clashes between neighborhood youth and police force»,
https://www.nessma.tv/fr/article/kram-ouest-affrontements-entre-jeunes-du-quartier-et-forces-de-l-ordre-9457
30 Business News, 2015, «Tunisia experiments community policing», http://www.businessnews.com.tn/la-tunisie-tentelexperience-de-la-police-de-proximite%2C519%2C56386%2C3
31 Idem.
29
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"They harm us more than they protect us," summed up one of the focus group participants. The
girls' speech reveals an anger that is barely contained, especially with regard to the corruption of police
officers who would favor those who can afford bribes to help them avoid prison. They mentioned
shattered futures because of the police. "They take care of those who smoke the zatla32 while neglecting
the terrorists". "They are happier to stop a smoker than a terrorist." Their speech contains a form of
bitterness and resentment towards this police, which, in their eyes, is not only corrupted, but does not
respect the rights of young people, they blame them especially for "not understanding what freedom
is".
As for the boys, they emphasize, often in hostile terms, the heavy state security presence in the
neighborhood. They say that their daily interactions with state structures are limited to the police,
interactions which can be violent and often unfair. During the focus groups, the respondents mentioned
several times the riot that broke out in September 2015 in Kram Ouest, following the death of a
neighborhood youth in a motorcycle police chase. For the respondents, their relationship to the state
as a whole is reduced to their highly negative relationship with the police.
Opinions diverge between the adolescents of Kram Ouest and those of La Marsa and Sidi Bou
Said. Indeed, 59.3% of girls and 69% of boys in the latter two cities that the police behavior towards
them is "appropriate". It is possible that these young people are met with favor by the police, more so
than those in Kram Ouest, because the police are aware that these youths are more likely to be the son
or daughter of high State officials, many of whom live in La Marsa and Sidi Bou Said.

32

Cannabis.
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Figure a.v.1: Perception of 15-18 year olds by gender and neighborhood
on how the police treat boys
How do you assess boys’ treatment by the police in your neighborhood?
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b. The Educational and Cultural Environment
i. Relationship to Education
When asked what the main functions of school were, both girls and boys said that they were
education, earning others respect and finding a job. They also agree that diplomas are just as important
for girls as they are for boys, and that school allows them to emancipate themselves from the family
home, especially for girls (Figure b.i.1). There is however a shared common disillusionment with regard
to the school institution, and they consider it as a losing battle.
Figure b.i.1: Comparative survey of the importance of diplomas for girls and boys
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In fact, respondents noted several forms of violence and discrimination within the school,
practiced in particular by the teaching staff. They also perceive the state of the school infrastructure as
generally very poor. This set of factors marks their emotional disengagement from school.
Moreover, the boys of Kram Ouest have more difficulties in class than those of La Marsa and
Sidi Bou Said, which would explain the high level of absenteeism. In this respect, 70% of surveyed boys
aged 15 to 18 and 34% of those aged 12 to 14 in the Kram Ouest repeated a grade at least once (Figure
b.i.2), compared to 36.5% and 14.9% respectively of those living in La Marsa and Sidi Bou Said. To
explain their lack of enthusiasm for school, they invoke social, economic and cultural inequalities.
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Figure b.i.2: Comparative survey of grade repetition by gender, age group and neighborhoods
of Kram Ouest vs. La Marsa / Sidi Bou Said
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They also emphasize the notion that academic success does not lead to social success, which is
reserved for children from well-to-do families who are able to provide their offspring with financial
support during long-term studies in prestigious disciplines such as medicine or engineering.
Boys' disillusionment with educational institutions seems to be a generational divide given the
often strong belief of their parents in the emancipatory nature education. Most parents perceive school
as an institution that should promote social mobility. For these youth, the image of the literate from
lower social classes who has achieved social promotion through school engagement is obsolete. In fact,
they evoke in return the image of unemployed graduates who are "supporting the walls" of the
neighborhood, according to a Tunisian popular expression for idleness.
The girls also expressed difficulties with both the teaching methods and the functioning of the
school which, according to a large majority of them, does not meet the needs of pupils or ensure their
future. They value vocational training more as a springboard to success. However, when looking at the
quantitative data, it turns out that girls are less absent and repeat fewer grades than boys. For example,
only 14% of girls aged 12 to 14 and 36% of 15 to 18 year olds have repeated a grade. Girls tend to be
more involved in school and better able to do so based on repetition and absenteeism rates.
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The statistically significant differences between girls and boys make it possible to state two
hypotheses about the success of the first over the latter. First, faced with ongoing forms of
discrimination (see the gender approach above), girls may consider that they would have no other
solution than to succeed at school in order to overcome their environment. For these girls, academic
success is perceived as meritocratic33, regardless of gender. They are thus more engaged in this field
than boys. Second, as girls are more involved in domestic tasks and excluded from certain outdoor
spaces, girls with their higher engagement in the codified and organized environment of the home, may
develop more skills and faculties in the codified and organized environment of the school. Would this
mean that parents' education and their influence on their daughters are more conducive to the world
of education than boys?

ii. Relationship to Culture and Leisure
Schools and residential neighborhoods are the most common places for socializing among the
surveyed teenagers. Unlike sports, attendance at cultural and leisure institutions is low. 62.5 % of boys
and 56% of girls aged 15 to 18 do not go to the cinema, even though there is a private movie theater34
in Kram East and Carthage35. Rates are slightly lower for those in La Marsa and Sidi Bou Said: 27% of
boys and 44% of girls in the same age group.
Sports concern more boys than girls in Kram Ouest, both for 12-14-year olds (71.7% vs. 34%)
and for 15-18-year olds (63.2% vs. 38.8%). In the neighborhoods of La Marsa and Sidi Bou Said, the
participation rate in sports is higher than that of Kram, but these differences are small. However, in
both La Marsa and Sidi Bou Said, there are sports associations known at the national level, such as
Avenir Sportif de Marsa (ASM) and Saidia in Sidi Bou Said for volleyball. Popular team sports such as
football, volleyball and basketball attract the majority of teenagers, girls and boys (50% and 80%). On
the other hand, a particular preference for combat sports is to be noted among girls, both for 12-14year olds and 15-18-year olds (respectively 31.3% of girls versus 10.5% of boys, and 30.3% against

Academic success is exclusively based on merit without interference of other considerations such as gender.
Cinevog.
35 Film screening at Mad'art movie theater, Carthage Dermech.
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34
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14.5%). It is possible that gender-based discrimination limiting girls' access to public spaces also
pushes them to engage in sports that would help them protect themselves from violence in those spaces.
The practice of music in Kram Ouest remains relatively low: 17% of boys aged 12-14 compared with
only 2% of girls, and 10.3% of boys aged 15-18 compared with 13% of girls. These rates are slightly
higher in La Marsa and Sidi Bou Said. The leisure areas that are most often visited by teenagers in Kram
Ouest, and particularly boys, remain public cafes. 64.4% of boys aged 15-18 years responded often to
very often when asked how frequently they went to cafes. These proportions are similar for boys of the
same age of La Marsa and Sidi Bou Said.
Figure b.ii.1: Music practice by gender and neighborhood
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Figure b.ii.2: Going to movie theaters by gender and by neighborhood
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c. Self-Perception and Relationship to Religion
i. Self-Perception
In general, data on psychological variables for respondents describe adolescents who have high
self-esteem, are generally satisfied and feel safe. This trend differs only slightly from the teenagers of
La Marsa and Sidi Bou Said: 88.1% of boys and 95.3% of girls aged 12-14 are satisfied with their life in
general, as well as 86.3% of boys and 88.7% of girls aged 15-18.
Girls aged 12-14 are more optimistic about the future than boys (92.8% vs. 81% of boys) which
is also the case for 15-18-year olds (91.2% vs. 85% of boys).
88.1% of boys aged 12 to 14 believe they have positive personal qualities, and so do
95.2% of girls. Similar responses were given by 91.8% of boys aged 12 to 14 and 97.5% of girls.
The vast majority of young people also have goals in life: 88.1% of 12 to 14 year olds, compared
to 90.4% and 93.7% respectively for boys and girls aged 15 to 18. They are almost unanimous in
expressing their ability to achieve these goals: 94.6% of boys and 97.3% of girls aged 12 to 14, 92.4%
of boys and 94.6% of girls aged 15 to 18.
However, only half of young people say they make a strong effort to improve their living
conditions: 54.8% of boys aged 12-14 and 45.2% of girls, and 53.4% of boys aged 15- 18 years and
48.1% of girls. 21.4% of girls and boys aged 12 to 14 report making no effort to improve their
conditions, as well as 21.9% of boys aged 15 to 18 and 24.1% of girls.
In general, young people are open to social, racial and religious differences in both
neighborhoods. In fact, 83.4% of boys and 81% of girls aged 12-14 perceive these differences as
positive, as do 76.7% of boys and 83.3% of girls aged 15-18.
Similarly, they say they "strongly agree" and "agree" with coexistence alongside black people
(92.9% of boys and 95.2% of girls aged 12 to 14) and (91, 8% of boys and 98.8% of girls aged 15 to18).
These findings are also present among teenagers from La Marsa and Sidi Bou Said.
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Accepting diversity in religion is equally relevant for teenagers of these two districts. 81.4% in
Kram Ouest and 93.6% in La Marsa and Sidi Bou Said of young people "strongly agree" or "agree" to live
with people of a different religion in the same neighborhood.
The presence of other nationalities, whether Arabs, Europeans or Africans does not pose any
problem in the neighborhood. It is the girls aged 15-18 years of La Marsa and Sidi Bou Said who show
a greater openness on this subject. Indeed, even if the majority of 15 to 18 years old girls in Kram Ouest
say they "strongly agree" and "agree" that a person of European or African nationality lives in their
neighborhood, the teenagers of La Marsa and Sidi Bou Said accept this idea more. In this regard, 100%
of adolescent girls from La Marsa and Sidi Bou Said in this age group would strongly agree if an African
person comes to live in their neighborhood against 78.5% of girls of the same age living in the Kram
Ouest. These same figures also apply to Europeans.

ii. Relationship to Religion
"A system that determines my whole life"
As stipulated in Article 1 of the 2014 Tunisian Constitution, the main and official religion of the
state is Islam. According to the International Report of Religious Freedom published in 2016, 99% of
the Tunisian population is Sunni36. Tunisia, however, enjoys a degree of secularization and religious
tolerance that distinguishes it from other Muslim countries in the Maghreb region and the Middle East.
Indeed, it is the first country to have banned polygamy (allowed in Islam under certain conditions and
still practiced in several neighboring countries) 37, to have legalized inter-religious marriage for men
and just recently for women, and to refute the penalties imposed on apostasy 38. This being said, it

US Department of State, 2016, « International Religious Freedom Report for 2016 »,
https://www.state.gov/documents/organization/269160.pdf
Who respects and observes the precepts of sunnah.
Sunnah is the collection of precepts taken from the practices of the Prophet and the four orthodox caliphs.
37 African Manager, 2017, “Garrache: There is now no longer an impediment to marriage with a non-Muslim”
https://africanmanager.com/garrache-plus-rien-ne-soppose-au-mariage-avec-un-non-musulman/
BBC News, 2017, « Tunisian women free to marry non-Muslims », http://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-41278610
38
Al Araby, 2017, « How religiously free is the Arab world’s most democratic country? »,
https://www.alaraby.co.uk/english/indepth/2017/8/29/lifting-the-veil-religious-freedoms-in-tunisia
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should be noted that the freedom to practice other religions or to display one's atheism39 is met with
great opposition from society.
This study analyzes the way in which teenagers of Kram Ouest, La Marsa and Sidi Bou Said
perceive themselves in general and in particular with respect to Islam. The questionnaire addressed to
teenagers asked them to choose in the order of priority the following definitions "Tunisian, Arab,
Muslim, young from the neighborhood and supporter of a team". Teenagers in Kram Ouest, girls and
boys included, identify themselves as Tunisians first and then as Muslims: for the age group of 12-14
years, with girls representing 37.8% and boys 29.4% and for those aged 15 to 18: respectively 53.1%
and 30.2% (Figure c.ii.1).
Figure c.ii.1: Identity of Kram Ouest youth: “How do you define yourself?” by order of choice
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Nevertheless, issues around religion reveal the importance of this component in their lives. The
majority of young people consider that it is decisive in their lives: 81% of girls and 64% of boys aged
12-14. The figures are similar for the 15-18 age group. Self-identification with religion is more marked
among girls than boys, for example, 47.5% of girls in Kram Ouest define themselves first as Muslim,
compared to 29.9% of boys from the neighborhood. The opinion that religion is a "personal affair"
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comes far behind with percentages not exceeding 20%. These results are very close to those of la Marsa
and Sidi Bou Said. This conception of adolescent religion echoes the type of religiosity they observe
within the family and which they define as "a system that determines their whole life". Teenagers, for
example, largely recognize the positive effects of religion on their well-being: it makes them optimistic
and happy, strengthens bonds and improves relationships between people.
Some clarifications need to be provided for this trend. The daily behaviors of about half of the
adolescents interviewed are determined by the precepts of Islam, "what is halal"40. We notice that this
concerns slightly more girls than boys. This does not necessarily imply a rigorous application of
religious practices. In fact, only 26.4% of boys and 30.6% of girls aged 15-18 say they pray. This gap
between girls and boys is not significant for this age group, but it is for the 12-14 age group (20.8% of
boys versus 40.4% of girls 41 ). Attendance at mosques is mainly observed during religious events.
During the month of Ramadan42 fasting is the most respected precept (95% of girls aged 15-18 say they
do, compared to 70% of boys of the same age43).
Survey results reveal an interesting relationship to religious authority among youth in the
neighborhood. When asked "who do you think is able to explain / say what is “halal” and what is
“haram”44 in religion?”, it appears that they respect not the “sheikh” appointed by official authorities,
but rather “any knowledgeable sheikh” 45, who is trusted by the majority of boys (51% of boys and 34%
of girls aged 12-14). This trust fades a little among 15-18-year olds, but remains the strongest compared
to other sources of authority (33.3% of boys and 38% of girls).
Regarding religious obligations from the point of view of dress, a minority of adolescents in Kram
Ouest think that the Salafist attire that appeared after the Revolution and is inspired by Afghan dress

What is permissible.
With p = 0.032.
42 The month of Ramadan, the ninth out of twelve months of the Islamic calendar, considered as the holy month,
commemorates the revelation of the word of God to the Prophet Muhammad by the angel Gabriel. During this month,
Muslims are expected to follow rigorously the Five Pillars of Islam, namely the expression of devotion to God (the Shahada),
the five prayers a day, fasting, pilgrimage to Mecca (as far as possible and at least once in their life) and charitable donations
(Zakat).
43 With p=0.000.
44 What is forbidden.
45 While it is a title reserved for scholars from Zitouna, the oldest Islamic university in the Arab world, the title of Sheikh was
trivialized after the Revolution.
40
41
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(Niqab for women, beard without mustache and short pants for men) is part of religious obligations.
However, the Hijab is considered an obligation by 61% of girls and boys aged 12-14 and by 40% of 1518-year olds.
Figure c.ii.2: Vision of religion by gender, age group and neighborhood
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d. Risk Behavior
The quantitative and qualitative surveys revealed the existence of risky behaviors in
adolescents, which can be forbidden - or not - and are dangerous for themselves and expose them to a
considerable number of risks with respect to the law. They differ according to the kind and place of
residence.

i. Running Away
Boys are more likely than girls to have tried to run away in both age groups. This applies almost
equally to boys in the city of La Marsa and Sidi Bou Said. This difference could be explained by the fact
that boys are less afraid of the "street" and think they can better "make it" in the outside than girls. For
the latter, "being outdoors" would be a perilous experience that would damage their reputation within
their environment.
Running away from home represents a way for these young people to escape their difficult
relationships and recurring conflicts with their parents or their extended family circle. For example,
one participant, Hichem, had already run away three times for periods of one to two weeks to get away
from his father who did not "understand" him. After each stint away from home, he returned after the
intervention of a family member, often his paternal aunt.
Figure d.i.1: Comparison by gender, age groups and neighborhood
of teenagers who tried to run away
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ii. Drug Use
Before 2017, any person in possession of illegal substances, of whatever type, was liable to one
year’s imprisonment and a fine of 1,000 dinars, and to five years' imprisonment if the offense was
repeated, regardless of the circumstances. This legislation was relaxed in April 201746, and since then,
discretion has been granted to judges who can adjust the sentence of imprisonment and the fine
according to the gravity of the circumstances of each case. The penalty in case of recidivism does not
change. According to the Minister of the Interior47, drug use among adolescents is increasing. Apart
from glue (affecting 13% of surveyed boys vs. 0% of girls), pills and other synthetic products, the most
commonly used substance is cannabis.
The quantitative survey showed that 19% of adolescents aged 15-18 smoke cannabis, while
12-14-year olds do not consume any. These figures contrast sharply with those of MEDSPAD 2017
survey 48 which reported a 3% rate of cannabis use among adolescents aged 15-17. There is no
significant difference between girls and boys, or between La Marsa, Sidi Bou Said and Kram Ouest. These
figures may not be representative of the reality of these adolescents and should be taken with caution.
Indeed, the use of cannabis, in addition to being taboo in society, remains illegal under Tunisian law.
Moreover, the results of the qualitative survey contrast with the collected figures. Indeed, all
interviewed boys declared, at least at the end of the interview, that they smoked cannabis at least once
a week. Some say they are even addicted to this substance. Foued (17), for example, after a one-hour
talk where he declared to never have touched cannabis, and following the encouragement of his dance
teacher, returned to see Mobdiun after the end of the interview to say that he was dependent on
cannabis. The interview resumed to gather his testimony on the issue. Another teenager assured
Mobdiun that during the month of Ramadan, he and his mates were in a hurry to break the fast and go
to the local drug dealer to queue for "joints". Ahmed, a 17-year-old, allegedly threw his girlfriend into

Jeune Afrique, 2017, “Tunisia: Law 52 on drug consumption finally relaxed”,
http://www.jeuneafrique.com/432561/societe/tunisie-loi-52-consommation-de-stupefiants-finalement-assouplie/
47 Espace Manager, 2017, « Hedi Majdoub: " Drug consumption and trafficking are developing significantly in Tunisia",
https://www.espacemanager.com/hedi-majdoub-la-consommation-et-le-trafic-de-drogue-connaissent-une-evolutionnotable-en-tunisie.
48
L’Economiste
Maghrébin,
2017,
“Addiction:
From
malaise
to
sickness”
http://www.leconomistemaghrebin.com/2017/12/15/addiction-maletre-maladie/
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the canal after a fight; he thinks it is due to cannabis. He also claims that his addiction to this substance
would once have pushed him to steal to pay for his consumption, because his family is very poor and
only cannabis would allow him to “escape at night to forget all the problems”. The three interviewees
said that cannabis has become commonplace in Kram Ouest, but that it would be particularly consumed
by adolescent drop-outs, following their school failure. In this regard, Sami (18) said that following his
dismissal from high school, he began to wander the neighborhood every day and that he became
"nervous", even if he says that the atmosphere at the house is rather nice and quiet. He attributes this
to his dependence on cannabis and the influence of his friends in the neighborhood. He suffers so much
from this addiction that he said he was delighted with his one-and-a-half month in prison (following
the theft of handbags and telephones on the train) where he did not smoke any joint and thus recovered
"all his energy". He resumed, however, as soon as he left prison. He says he hit his little brother when
he realized he was also starting to smoke to "protect him and avoid having him endure the same fate as
him”.
In addition, for some of these young people, selling cannabis is also perceived as a means of
livelihood. Two of our interviewees informed us of their willingness to leave illegally to Italy or France,
also confessed that they intended to sell cannabis upon their arrival thanks to other young people from
the neighborhood who had emigrated before them as a way to survive for a while before regularizing
their situation.
All 12-14-year olds say they have never tried synthetic drugs or tablets, and 8% of 15-18-yearold boys say they have tried many times, very often or once. These figures are well above the national
figures for the same age category namely, 0.4% for cocaine use and 1.4% for ecstasy 49.
The results of the interviews do not allow affirming or refuting these figures, even if in all the
testimonies of girls and boys "the free circulation of tablets" was mentioned. These tablets are "Ecstasy"
(amphetamine), "Equanil" and "Artane" (anti-anxiety medication). These last two products are drugs
usually sold with a medical prescription. Teenagers have confirmed that they know at least one

49

Idem.
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provider in their neighborhood who sells to residents of better-off neighborhoods, while others admit
consuming or reselling them themselves. One of our interviewees, who allegedly committed theft in
houses and on the train, said he was taking Equanil before stealing "not to be afraid". The lack of
information on these substances poses an additional danger to the health of these young people. For
example, Ahmed said he tried to "cure his cannabis addiction by replacing it with ecstasy". Ecstasy
would be according to him, not addictive. Only "cocaine" would be inaccessible to them because it is too
expensive. "It's the drug of the rich, the artists and the presidents of the republic," declared Sami.
The medical and paramedical professionals at the Kram Ouest health center that Mobdiun
interviewed also mentioned the "trivialization of these substances in the neighborhood", stressing that
they were repeatedly solicited by young boys for prescriptions of anti-anxiety pills. They say they
routinely send them to the services of the psychiatric hospital Razi in Manouba or those of the hospital
Mongi Slim in La Marsa. Sometimes they "help them out for a week". Some also mentioned assaults and
drug theft on elderly people in front of the clinic. These are drugs that treat Parkinson's disease.
Based on these testimonies Mobdiun cannot conclude that the use or sale of tablets is
widespread among the majority of young people in the neighborhood, nor to measure the extent of the
phenomenon. However, they do show that young people's addiction to substances leads them to commit
robberies as well as acts of violence, when they are under the influence of drugs or when they need to
obtain drugs or suffer from withdrawal symptoms. Others perceive the purchase and resale of these
substances as a means of livelihood. Adolescents all agree that the use of these substances allows them
to escape their daily lives.

iii. Riding between the Train Cars and Jumping into the Canal
A common activity consists in jumping on the hitch separating the cars of the TGM (TunisGoulette-Marsa) train connecting the northern suburbs to the capital in order to move in town without
paying transport costs, or to avoid overcrowding in the compartments. This illegal, and particularly
dangerous act is practiced by 30% of boys aged 12-14 years and 20% for those aged 15-18 years, in
contrast to 3% of girls aged 12-14 years and 7% of girls aged 15-18 (Figure d.iii.1). The gender
difference is therefore obvious. "Getting in between two rail cars" is, like many risky activities common
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among boys, an act of “being strong” and impressing others by showing them that one is not afraid.
These risky behaviors are seen as a sign of belonging to the community of “those who are not afraid”.
Figure d.iii.1: Comparison of teenagers jumping on the hitch between two rail cars
by age, gender and neighborhood
Au cours
de previous
l’année passée
as-tu
essayé
? : Tetomettre
deux wagons
de train
In the
year,
have
youde
tried
standentre
between
rail cars?
53
répo nses

87
répo nses

47
répo nses

85
répo nses

25
répo nses

29
répo nses

29
répo nses

27
répo nses

100%

80%
51,7%
67,9%

69,0%

60%
92,9%

97,9%

88,0%
96,3%

100,0%

10,3%

40%

19,5%

13,2%

10,3%

20%
10,3%

11,3%
18,4%

0%

7,5%

12-14

15-18

2,1%

3,5%
2,4%

12-14

15-18

Garçon
Boys

Fille
Girls
KRAM

8,0%

10,3%

4,0%

3,7%

12-14

15-18

12-14

Garçon
Boys

<
<
<
<

Never
Jamais
Once
Une
fois
Plusieurs
fois
Many times
Très
Verysouvent
often

15-18
Fille
Girls

LA MARSA

In the same vein, jumping in the canal is another dangerous activity prohibited because it
contains paving stones, which represent a danger for those who jump or bathe there. This activity is
more prevalent among boys, especially those aged 12 to 14 years. Just under 30% of boys and 20% of
girls aged 12-14 admit that the main reason for this practice is the influence of their group of friends,
while pointing out that since they live in the neighborhood, it is their right, especially as they know the
technique and the location.
The important role peer pressure is also found when it comes to alcohol abuse, an issue
particularly among boys aged 15-18. 20% of boys in this group admit to having been drunk compared
to no girls of the same age group. According to them, drinking would be socially rewarding, especially
by consuming expensive alcohols that are "normally reserved for the rich". One of them says that after
a "successful" robbery, the money is often used to buy "luxury" alcohol from the supermarket (whiskey,
vodka, …) to share it with friends. In any case, the money collected from theft is invested either in the
purchase of drugs (for personal consumption or to make a trade), or in the purchase of alcohol. It is

45

rarely used to buy food or to pay for studies because of the widespread idea that “illicit money must go
into illicit goods”.

iv. Theft and Attempted Theft
“A friend comes to me and suggests we go to steal in a train for example, and because we have no
money, we have to: how are we going to buy cannabis to smoke in the evening and get away?
We need to steal a little bit.”
Even though Kram Ouest is considered a poor and marginalized neighborhood, in comparison
to middle and upper class La Marsa and Sidi Bou Said, it turns out that the proportion of teenagers who
have attempted theft at least once differs only slightly between these two places. 5.7% of boys aged 1214 and 8% of 15-18-year olds steal, compared to 0% of girls in these age groups. These young people
emphasize acting in this way due to a lack of opportunities and money, as well as a way to provide for
themselves and their families. These figures, however, should be treated with a grain of salt given the
social taboo against "theft" in any society. It is not easy to admit stealing, even if the confidentiality of
the survey responses is guaranteed. This is the most stigmatized high-risk behavior.
Some admit, with a certain defeatism, "to have no other alternative than to steal from time to
time" because of poverty. For example, 17-year-old Ahmed, who steals cell phones and gold chains on
the train and whose friend with whom he used to steal has already served two months in prison, told
Mobdiun, "I thought, I'll find a job, I'll manage, I'll find ... and nothing, I did not find anything. We find
ourselves forced to steal when we have nothing, without money how can we do it? I did not find any
work, if I had found a job like some of my friends, I would be very well dressed, I would never have done
all that, I would not even get close to it but I have found nothing. I have nothing. No money, my mother
gives me nothing, how am I going to live? How am I going to find out how to buy my cigarettes, or
anything else? I have to do it: a friend comes to me and suggests we go to steal in a train for example,
and because we have no money, we have to: how are we going to buy cannabis to smoke in the evening
and get away? We need to steal a little bit.”
Thus, Ahmed, together with his friend, steals on the trains to "make money", then to buy ecstasy
and sell it at 45 dinars a tablet. He has stopped doing so because of the increased security controls on
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the trains and for fear of having to serve three years in prison, not because of the conditions of
imprisonment, which he says he can endure, but only for the sake of his mother, that he does not want
to tire and because he does not want her to spend more money to come and visit him and bring him
food. His mother is aware of what he is doing, but she is helpless and cannot stop him. She convinced
his brothers to reason with him, yet he hit his older brother when he was addicted to cannabis. He also
said that he “would not spoil his reputation for stealing 1000 or 2000 dinars”, but if he finds a “good
deal” in robbing 100,000 dinars, he would do it. He knows people from his neighborhood who did it.
However, some of the interviewed boys are not looking for a job. Indeed, they admit waiting
for someone to give them one. They also reject the idea of paying for their education with money from
stealing because it was obtained illegally. Thus, Ahmed is not looking for a job, but waiting for someone
to call him or offer him one. He would be afraid not to be accepted if he asked directly for work, for
example at a restaurant or a business. He says he would not be able to control himself if he were told
no, he is "afraid to hit someone". He also says he wants to resume his studies in a private institution, but
he refuses to pay for his schooling with “illegal” money. He thinks, like the others, that this illegally
acquired money must be used for equally illicit purposes such as the use of cannabis, or the resale of
other substances or drugs without medical prescriptions.
Some of the teenagers say they steal drugs or other substances so that they can buy cannabis
for personal use. Another recurring factor is that of cannabis addiction induced by their circle of friends,
which then drives them to steal for this substance. As a matter of fact, cannabis suppliers cease to
provide it for free when they see that their friends have become addicted, to force them to steal.
Sami (18), who left school at the age of 14, was initiated at this age by fellow students in the neighb
orhood to smoking cannabis and pick-pocketing on the trains: "They started giving me joints to smoke
with them and then they told me if you want to buy some, you just have to fend for yourself, steal a
phone, sell it and buy what you need." Sami's paternal uncle, currently in prison, is said to be "one of
the largest drug providers in the area" (what he calls "drugs" includes Artane, Equanil and Ecstasy). He
says he has already stolen "drugs" to sell them and buy cannabis for himself. He has already spent a
month and a half in the prison of "Mornaguia" following the theft of phones and handbags on the train.
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He says detention conditions are very bad, but he had to "have fun, laugh, sleep and watch TV to kill
time". He says he found friends in the neighborhood who had offered him cannabis in the past when he
did not have money to buy it. They were in the same cell and were the same age, so he felt good and
safe.
As far as Kram Ouest is concerned, it seems obvious that poverty, drug consumption and resale
and theft are intertwined elements, and that one could not be solved without considering the two
others.

v. Perpetrated Violence
“It's settled between us, calling the police would cause problems.”
Violence perpetrated against others appears to be a fairly common practice, with half of the 12
to 18 year olds having participated in a violent fight at least once. There is no significant difference
between the young people of Kram Ouest and those of La Marsa and Sidi Bou Said in this area. Girls are
significantly less involved in these fights for both the 12-14 and 15-18 age groups.
Figure d.v.1: Comparison of exposure to physical violence by gender, age group and
neighborhood
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The results of the qualitative survey appear to confirm this data. The fights would allow, for the
interviewed boys aged 17 and 18, to solve "their internal problems". Participating in fights is also a
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matter of solidarity between members of the same group. Foued says: “in case of problems, we settle it
between us without resorting to the police.” For example, once an elderly man stole money and phones
from them, they stopped him and hit him until he returned what he stole: “The police has nothing to do
between us, it is settled between us, calling the police would cause problems.”
Moreover, the neighborhood police station has been burned since the Revolution and is still
closed. In case of problems, they must go to the station in Carthage Byrsa. Both interviewed
professionals and young people (girls and boys) are unanimous in denouncing a climate of "general
violence in the neighborhood as in all poor neighborhoods". Some recent "news items" on local crimes
have been reported: that of the murder of a man in May who was allegedly "killed for a beer", as well as
that of a man who injured himself with a glass bottle, who burned his house and went naked to a
pharmacy. They were also unanimous in reporting the atmosphere of "general insecurity" that prevails
in the neighborhood. Professionals in particular were quite "worried" about themselves, their vehicles,
etc.
However, the boys also claim that they are able to "control" this violence and insecurity, as each
of them has the means to cope with it. Foued, for example, says: "Even if there is a lot of violence in the
neighborhood, I feel protected, always safe, I am not risking anything". When asked why, he answers
that he is "mel kbarat" (the most respected people in the neighborhood). He also says he feels "loved by
everyone". However, at the end of the interview, he shows us his Instagram account where he posted
photos of him brandishing a knife of at least 20 cm. Photos that scare. When, surprised, we asked him
the reason for these publications, he laughingly replied that he was doing it "like that", for his "own
mafia". Similarly, Mohamed would have gone out once bare-chested with a big knife to scare everyone.
He would have "succeeded" because he saw people panic and run away. His older brother intervened
to remove the knife and beat him violently. He would not stop until he saw his mother crying in the
street. He says that the only limit for him is his mother, he cannot stand her pain.

vi. Scarifications
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13.2% of boys aged 12-14 tried to hurt themselves at least once with a sharp object, a blade or a
piece of glass, compared to 4.3% of girls. 12.6% of boys aged 15-18 did so against 8% of girls. There is
no significant difference with the young people of La Marsa and those of Sidi Bou Said. This is not
surprising because the scarifications are pursuant mainly to an uneasiness linked to relationship and
emotional difficulties. In fact, in the qualitative survey, a boy revealed he has scarified himself because
he misses his dead mother. He feels guilty for having done so because "it's illicit" (haram). To hide his
scars, he got a tattoo on his arm that reminded him of his mother.
An adolescent girl who participated in the survey hurt herself with a knife after a period of
intense family quarreling and mockery from her classmates who called her "stupid" because she was
"too submissive to her boyfriend." The pain was intense; the parents took her to the hospital emergency
to stop the bleeding. In both cases, these wounds reflect attempts to transcend suffering that is
intimately linked to painful family stories or relationship difficulties.

vii. Suicidal Ideation and Suicide Attempts
Figure d.vii.1: Suicide attempts by gender, age group and neighborhood
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Just under 10% of girls and boys aged 12-14 in Kram Ouest say they have attempted suicide at
least once. This is also the case for 6% of girls aged 15-18 versus 3.4% of boys. The differences with La
Marsa and Sidi Bou Said are not statistically significant. The qualitative survey supports the hypothesis
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that suicidal ideation is found in both girls and boys. This is an expression of personal unease that can
be shared by both sexes, whereas other risk behaviors seem more specific to boys, such as illegal
immigration or theft. Also, suicide attempts seem to be more related to a difficult family context than to
socio-economic problems or to the difficult context of the neighborhood, which would only be a
background that would aggravate family and relationship difficulties. A 17-year-old boy (Hichem) and
two interviewed girls (14 and 18 years old) attempted suicide. Hichem suffers from a chronically
conflicted relationship with his father who does not "understand him, often assaults him, humiliates
him in front of his friends", and especially prevents him from practicing his favorite activity, break
dance, an activity that seems to make him feel much better and helps him to “bear a lot of difficulties.”
Besides, two of the other male participants share this passion for break dance. Because of these
recurrent conflicts with his father, Hichem says he prefers to go to prison than to live at home, especially
since his mother does not seem able to interfere to calm the situation between them. Hichem thinks
that by having a good behavior and by knowing how to talk to others, he does not risk anything in prison.
He almost died after attempting suicide a year ago by taking medication. He convulsed and his parents
took him to CAMU (Emergency Medical Assistance Center) where he was treated. Afterwards, they
brought him back home without trying to talk to him about his act. He says they both kept silent. He
does not know if they were afraid for him and still does not know if they love him. He says he asked
them to forgive him after a few days. Today, he still has suicidal thoughts, but he is attached to his
maternal grandmother whom he says is loving, takes him out and sometimes gives him pocket money.
Sami, another 18-year-old poverty-stricken motherless boy whose father left home to live abroad with
his new wife, says he does not want to commit suicide for fear of God. "If there was no God “, he says he
would have committed suicide because "there is nothing good in life since he cannot achieve his goals.”
Two interviewed girls also attempted suicide. Fatma (18) suffers from a violent family climate.
Her father would beat her mother. She herself is physically abused by her older boyfriend. She tried to
commit suicide a year ago (swallowing pills belonging to her mother), convulsed, and was in a coma for
a week when she learnt that her boyfriend had an affair with one of her friends. She nevertheless stayed
with him after this event. Moreover, her family does not suffer from poverty and meets their material
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needs, and she says she avoids any contact with the young people of "5 Décembre" because they would
be "noisy, speak loudly, have a lot of problems, are bad mates, consume alcohol, cannabis, and other
things ... Fatma therefore suffers from purely emotional and family problems.
As for the other teenager, Houda (14 years old), she made a suicide attempt following a
breakdown, due to, according to her, the divorce of her parents. She suffered from this separation and
from the fact that her mother imposed a step-father rather quickly, with whom she had a conflicting
relationship. When, in order to escape her father-in-law, she tried to settle at her father's house, he
mistreated her. She tried to jump from the terrace but she was seen by the neighbor who came running
to warn her mother and grandmother. She says it was her maternal grandmother who discouraged her.
Here again, Houda suffers from emotional and family problems.

viii. Unprotected Sex
In Tunisia, premarital sexuality is proscribed by a religious ban and is culturally stigmatized,
especially for girls. Since this is a taboo subject, most respondents may not admit having sex whether
safe or not before marriage. Nevertheless, 5.7% of adolescent boys aged 15-18 report having
unprotected sex compared with 0% of girls. Those aged 12-14 unanimously deny it. During the gendermixed focus groups, teenagers aged 12-14 were embarrassed to talk about love affairs and also denied
having "boyfriends" and "girlfriends".

ix. Illegal Immigration
“... if we are lucky and have the right network ... we can achieve success”
According to the Tunisian National Institute of Statistics, in 2016, the majority of Tunisian
emigrants went to France (41.8%), Libya (16.1%) and Italy (13.1%)50. Coming mostly from Libya, more
than 50% of these migrants have returned to Tunisian soil. The main reason for emigration (73.4%)
concerns jobs and these migrants are mostly men aged between 15 and 30 years. The year 2017 saw
an increase in Tunisian illegal emigration to Italy, a dangerous journey undertaken under perilous

INS, 2016, « Tunisia Migration Statistics»
http://www.ins.tn/sites/default/files/publication/pdf/Bulletin%20n°3-2016-v4.pdf
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conditions 51 . In total, there were 110,329 Tunisians who risked the trip across the Mediterranean
between 1 January and 18 October 2017, including 2,900 to Italy, more than twice the number recorded
in 2016, with 49 women (5% more than in 2016) and 230 unaccompanied children52. According to the
Secretary of State to the Minister of Social Affairs in charge of migration and Tunisians abroad, out of
1468 people arrested until the end of September 2017, 13% were between 15 and 20 years old and
66% were between 20 and 30 years old53.
Asked about the issue of illegal immigration to Italy, the majority of boys and girls in Kram
Ouest recognize that the trip is dangerous, but say that it can still lead to success (Figure d.ix.1). This
point of view is shared by only half of the boys of La Marsa and Sidi Bou Said, which could be explained
by the difference between the living standards in the different areas.
Figure d.ix.1: Perception of illegal immigration to Italy, by gender, age group and
neighborhood
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One of the interviewed boys, Hichem (17 years old), said he tried four times to immigrate, he
managed to hide in a boat carrying goods, but backed out and "returned home" because he was afraid.
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52 Idem.
53HuffPost Maghreb, 2017, « 1800 Tunisian migrants reached Italy in October 2017 »
http://www.huffpostmaghreb.com/2017/10/20/1800-migrants-tunisiens-o_n_18330132.html
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At the same time, he says he feels he is "forced to leave to escape the house", because of the violent
atmosphere prevailing at home. Similarly, Ahmed (17 years old) has already immigrated illegally and
arrived in Palermo. He thought he would find some acquaintances there and be able to sell cannabis,
but he volunteered to be expelled after three days because he found himself on the street with no means
of livelihood. Upon returning to Tunisia, he was placed in the Bouchoucha detention center for three
days. Since then, he has been looking for factory work in the summer to pay tuition fees at a private
college during the school year. He would like to succeed in ninth grade and study boats mechanics to go
work in France in the long term. He believes he has no other alternative but to leave and sell cannabis.
Indeed, he knows examples of young people who have successfully made the trip and have returned
with cars. These young people, according to him, were able to sell cocaine whereas he did not find
anything to sell. He said that if he had a minimum of money to settle, pay rent and dress, he would have
stayed and could have integrated little by l
ittle through the network of people he knows there.
Almost all boys and girls aged between 12 to 14 years state that they have never considered
immigrating to a European country, compared to 30% of boys and just under 8% of girls aged 15-18
(Figure d.ix.2). The concern for emigration thus begins to appear from the age of 15, it would be
concurrent with school failure or the desire to leave school, the "standard" path of success, because this
one is denied to several young people of Kram Ouest. While some argue that lack of work opportunities
is the main reason for this choice, others see it as the only way to become emancipated and leave the
family home.
The teenagers of Kram Ouest finally declare that this illegal emigration is a means of social
promotion and would be successful "if we are lucky and have a network". They believe that the sale of
cannabis would be their first way of living while waiting for legal employment.
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Figure d.ix.2: Comparison by gender, age group and neighborhood of adolescents who have
considered migrating illegally to a European country
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e. Perception of Radicalization
“I have many friends who were with me before and who went to Syria to join Daesh, more than
half have died today”
The definition of radicalization used here is the "process by which an individual or group adopts
a violent form of action, directly related to an extremist ideology with political, social or religious
content that challenges the established political, social or cultural order" 54 . During the focus group
portion of the project, the respondents confirmed the deep roots the Jihadist movement have planted
in their neighborhood of Kram Ouest. Most of them have a relative, friend, or son of the neighborhood
who has moved to "Jihad lands" in Syria or Iraq. The respondents distinguish two stages that marked
the growth of the Jihadist movement in the neighborhood.
The first period, spread over the first three years after the Revolution, was defined by the
appearance of a radical social movement, "Ansar-al-Sharia". According to the respondents, during this
period, "Ansar-al-Sharia" was able to invest neighborhood spaces, mainly mosques, in its work of
building and mobilizing the vast networks of social activism, Daawa (proselytism) and ideological
indoctrination. During this period, the members of "Ansar-al-Sharia" were able to occupy the public
spaces to organize their events. Public preaching was done in tents placed in public place, in cafes and
vacant lots. In addition, "Ansar-al-Sharia" controlled a large number of the area’s mosques after
they violently expelled the state-designated imams. This happened until the collapse of the movement,
which took place after a violent confrontation with the state that marked the beginning of a second
period of violence in the late summer of 2013.
According to the questionnaire of the field survey, 29.6% of interviewed teenagers in Kram
Ouest declare they have observed different activities organized by "Ansar-al-Sharia" in their
neighborhood. (Figure e.x.1)

54Khosrokhavar

Frahad, Radicalisation, Paris, Maison des Sciences de l'Homme, coll. « Interventions », 2014

56

Figure e.x.1: Socio-territorial dimension of the jihadist movement "Ansar-al-Sharia": "Have you
witnessed various activities organized by" Ansar-al-Sharia? "
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As for these activities, 10.2% observed preaching tents, 7.6% noticed the establishment of
religious education classes, 6.8% saw meetings held in mosques, 2.5% observed the organization of
large gatherings in public places and 2.1% noted the implementation of charity actions for poor families
(Figure e.x.2). Comparatively, the young people interviewed in La Marsa and Sidi Bou Saïd said they did
not see any activity organized by "Ansar-al-Sharia" in their neighborhoods. According to this data, it is
clear that the radical Jihadist movement was able to create a strong local scene in the neighborhood of
Kram Ouest, but could not achieve this in the affluent neighborhoods of La Marsa and Sidi Bou Saïd55.
Figure e.x.2: Types of “Ansar-al-Sharia” actions observed in Kram-Ouest
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For an ethnographic description of another area of Jihadist supporters in "Douar Hisher" west of the capital, see: Jihed
Hadj Salem "Young Jihadists in a Working Class Neighborhood: An Ethnographic Case Study" published in : Jihadist Salafism
in Tunisia, Reality and Prospects (editorial: Dr. Mohamed Hadj Salem), Tunisia, Tunisian Institute of Strategic Studies, 2014,
p. 203-252..
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On the other hand, for those who noticed such activities, 12.5% participated in preaching tents,
5.6% in religious education classes, 6.3% in mosque meetings, 16.7% in general gatherings and 20% in
the various charity actions (Figure e.x.3).
Figure e.x.3: Responses to "Ansar-al-Sharia" activities in Kram Ouest: "Did you participate in
any of these activities? What are these activities? "
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These figures demonstrate the greater capacity of the radical Jihadist movement to mobilize
young people in the neighborhood of Kram Ouest 56, even though the percentage of people who have
observed these activities organized by "Ansar-al-Sharia” in their neighborhood and actively
participated in them remains weak. Moreover, this low rate is mainly related to the young age of the
people questioned and to the prohibition of these activities by the public authorities after the summer
of 2013, beginning the second stage of the Jihadist movement's actions in the neighborhood.

For an ethnographic description of another area of Jihadist supporters in "Douar Hisher" west of the capital, see: Jihed
Hadj Salem "Young Jihadists in a Popular Neighborhood: An Ethnographic Case Study" published in: Jihadist Salafism in
Tunisia, Reality and Prospects (editorial: Dr. Mohamed Hadj Salem), Tunisia, Tunisian Institute of Strategic Studies, 2014, p.
203-252..
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The second stage lasted from late summer 2013 until the collapse of "Ansar-al-Sharia" in the
wake of its violent confrontation with the State 57. After which, security operations were conducted to
arrest its followers and popular focus shifted toward Daesh. This stage is marked by the decline of the
Jihadist movement's networks in the neighborhood, the expansion of the violent practices of "Takfir"
(which rejects all non-Salafists as unbelievers), and a significant increase in emigration to the "lands of
Jihad "in Syria, Iraq and Libya 58. 11.8% of interviewed teenagers in Kram Ouest say they have been
approached at least once by someone who wanted to convince them to adopt radical Jihadist ideas,
while only 1.8% of adolescents interviewed in La Marsa and Sidi Bou Said (Figure e.x.4).
Figure e.x.4: Socio-territorial dimension of Jihadist recruitment
Did anybody try to convince you of Jihadist ideas?

No
Yes

In addition, two participants in the focus groups declared that they experienced Jihadist
radicalization. The first said his “de-radicalization” was made through the passion of "dance", developed
with a group of friends from the neighborhood. The second declared said that his "de-radicalization"

In September 2012, "Ansar-al-Sharia" (AAS) was involved in an attack on the US Embassy and the US Community School
in Tunis. In 2013, AAS was involved in the assassination of two Tunisian politicians, Chokri Belaïd and Mohamed Brahmi.
On October 30, 2013, AAS attempted to carry out suicide attacks against two tourist sites in Tunisia: a bomber blew himself
up outside a hotel in Sousse, causing no victims, and on the same day, the police prevented a suicide attack in Monastir near
the grave of Habib Bourguiba. AAS has also been involved in recruiting young people in Tunisia for fighting in Syria.
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58To understand the

transformations of the Jihadist Salafist movement in Tunisia from radical protests to takfirism after the
revolution, see: Merone Fabio, « Between Social Contention and Takfirism; The Evolution of the Salafi-Jihadi Movement in
Tunisia », Mediterranean Politics. 22 (1), 2017 pp.71-90.
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was possible because his family prevented him from following his friend, who had gone to Syria to join
the ranks of Daesh. The experiences of these two participants show the importance of groups of friends,
cultural practices and the family unit in the processes of “de-radicalization.”
The interviewed teenagers describe different interactions with Jihadist activists that they
considered attempts to convert them, ranging from simple incitement to prayer and attendance at the
mosque, to invitation to religious discussion circles and talks about takfirism59, immigration and jihad,
among others. Kram Ouest teenagers state that 37.5% of the people who tried to convert them to their
ideas were people living in their neighborhood, while 21.8% were unknown and 15.6% were people
attending the same mosque. Another 12.5% report that their contacts were close friends, 9.4% say they
were classmates or a family member, and 3.1% say they were people working in the neighborhood or
coming from other places (Figure e.x.5). These attempts at indoctrination and recruitment come
primarily from their territorial network based on belonging to the neighborhood and, secondly, from
their individual network of relationships based on bonds of friendship, kinship and school fellowship,
and finally through their interactions with people not residing in their neighborhood.
Figure e.x.5: Relational and territorial social networks of jihadist recruitment:
" Who is this person?”
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50% of recruitment attempts took place in mosques, 43.8% in the neighborhood, 6.3% in school
and 3.1% in cafes and virtual social networks (Figure e.x.6). The latter are insignificant when compared
with the public spaces of the neighborhood.
Figure e.x.6: Relational and territorial social networks of jihadist recruitment:
" Where did it happen?"
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This is a striking finding, especially in relation to the hypothesis that virtual social networks are
a prime area of preaching, mobilization and dynamic recruitment for radical Jihadist movements, given
that the use of the internet and social networks is widespread among surveyed young people. Indeed,
86.4% of these young Kram Ouest residents report that they connect to the internet daily, 7.7% once a
week, 1.8% rarely and only 4% never connect (Figure e.x.7). Despite the popularity of the Internet at
home, only 37.7% of them say they have watched at least one propaganda video released by Daesh from
its virtual platforms (Figure e.x.8). Without pretending to propose a thorough analysis, it is important
to underline that the low use of virtual space in radical Jihadist mobilization and recruitment operations
in the Kram Ouest neighborhood is due to the fact that interviewed young people tend to reproduce
their real social environment in the virtual space, despite the unlimited networking and communication
possibilities offered by this space.
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Figure e.x.7: Virtual space and jihadist recruitment, internet use
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Figure e.x.8: Virtual space and jihadist recruitment, watching DAESH videos
Did you watch videos of the Islamic State (Daesh)?

No
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Surveyed girls are less exposed to recruitment attempts than boys. In fact, while recruitment
attempts concern 16.4% of young men, only 6.8% of them were approached for this purpose (Figure
e.x.9). According to them, there are several forms of Jihad, but “none of them leads to carrying a weapon
and killing, let alone killing Muslims.” They believe that jihad should be done through words and that,
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as a last resort, it would be better to rely on God. They are therefore advancing a notion of "peaceful
jihad", but believe that "right" Jihad consists in going to fight in Palestine. They add that they do not
consider radicalized people as victims of a system. They rather consider them as disoriented: “for me,
when you have no purpose in life, we can brainwash you” and another adds: “Daesh for example, they
are not Muslims.”
Figure e.x.9: Gender in the socio-territorial dimension of Jihadist recruitment:
«Is there anybody that tried to convince you of Jihadist ideas?”
Did anybody try to convince you of Jihadist ideas?

No
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38.6% of young men in Kram Ouest said they know someone who joined a radical Jihadist
organization, compared to 16.7% of young women (Figure e.x.10). This is due, in part, to the small size
of the young women’s geographic relational network based on teen social neighborhoods. In fact, only
31.1% of adolescent girls surveyed in Kram Ouest say they have a lot of friends in their neighborhood,
compared to 67.9% of adolescent boys. 24.2% of adolescent girls say they have very few friends in the
neighborhood, compared to only 7.9% of boys. Only 29.6% of girls declare being used to playing,
stopping or spending time with a bunch of friends or neighbors in the street, while 57.9% never do so.
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Figure e.x.10: Gender specificity of jihadist dimension
Do you know anybody who joined a Jihadist Group (Daesh, al Qaida)?
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Unlike girls, 60% of surveyed adolescent boys say they are used to playing, stopping or spending
time with a bunch of friends or neighbors in the street, 11.4% often do so and 28.6% never do.
Thus, adolescent boys are more exposed to Jihadist recruitment than girls, partly because of the
extension of their territorial relational network, based on social belonging to the neighborhood, in
addition to the fact that public spaces are dominated by the male population. These spaces offer a fertile
ground for the dynamic recruitment of radical Jihadist movements. Indeed, segregated by gender, they
naturally support the radical vision of society advocated by these movements, namely the separation of
sexes in all areas of everyday and public life.
In addition, as mentioned above, these adolescent girls are more present than boys in the family
sphere and are more dependent on it. 81.8% of adolescent girls still resort to their families in case of
aggression or threat of aggression, 3% rarely do so and 15.2% never do. As for adolescent boys, 47.2%
still seek their families in case of aggression or threat of aggression, 10.7% rarely do so and 42.1% never
do. The fact that adolescent girls rely heavily on their families may be an important factor that makes
them less exposed than boys to recruitment attempts in Kram Ouest.
For interviewed girls, the family space is perceived as a space of protection against the dangers
and risks incurred in public spaces. In this context, a participant of a discussion group in Kram Ouest
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testifies: "We live today in a bad society, a society that does not forgive and in which only the family
teaches us to differentiate right from wrong. Our society is not like before. Before, we were not afraid
to go out on the street, but now I'm afraid to go out even during the day!”
This data indicates that the family space can be a space of protection against Jihadist
radicalization, as one of the interviewed young people from Kram Ouest explains: "About four years
ago, Daesh began to become popular, it was during the month of Ramadan, during which people come
closer to God and repent ... I began to pray and to go to the mosque very often, and there I met a group
of young people. Little by little, we started to organize regular meetings in the mosque, then we
organized religion classes and activities during which we wore the qamis of "Ansar-al-Sharia" or we
collected donations. Once, we were sitting in the mosque and we were talking about pilgrimage to
Mecca. Someone who has already been arrested as part of an investigation into terrorist acts and then
released interrupted us. This person told me that the pilgrimage to Mecca is not valid at the moment
because it is under the control of "Al Saud" who spend the money of the pilgrimage in alcohol, adultery
and vices and it would be better for me to spend the money saved for the pilgrimage to go to Syria to
make jihad and reach paradise. I have many friends who were with me before and who went to Syria to
join Daesh, more than half died today. I have a close friend who could not raise enough money to go to
Syria, so he stole money from his grandfather who has a tobacco store. He stole from him 10,000 60
dinars that he was saving for his pilgrimage, and he considered this theft as authorized and justified
because it was intended for jihad. I was also preparing to go to Daesh, but my parents realized two
months before I left and they tried to persuade me to abandon this idea, until I discovered that the ideas
that I had adopted at the time were false from the start.”
This data does not necessarily mean an acceptance of this movement, but rather reflects
teenagers' understanding of this choice and their empathy for Jihadists from the neighborhood because
they are people with whom respondents have a sense of shared experience, common neighborhood and
similar social hardships.
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27.9% of interviewed teenagers in Kram Ouest said they knew someone who joined a radical
Jihadist organization, Daesh first and Al-Qaeda second. This represents approximately 3.5 times the
percentage of interviewed teenagers in La Marsa and Sidi Bou Saïd (8.2%) who gave the same answer
(Figure e.x.11).
Figure e.x.11: Socio-relational dimension of Jihadism
Do you know anybody who joined a Jihadist Group (Daesh, al Qaida)?
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According to these results it is clear that the radical Jihadist movement has a better established
social network in Kram Ouest compared to the neighborhoods of La Marsa and Sidi Bou Saïd. The
majority of surveyed young people in Kram Ouest (77.6%) say that the people who have joined a radical
organization live in their neighborhood, 14.5% say that they are personal friends, 10.5% say that they
study together and 2.6% say that they are family members (Figure e.x.12).
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Figure e.x.12: Do you know anybody who joined a Jihadist Group (Daesh, Al-Qaeda)?
What is your relationship with this person?
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These figures indicate that the majority of the interviewed teenagers know people involved in
radical Jihadist organizations because they are from the same neighborhood. To a lesser extent, they
know them through their individual social networks: friends, classmates or relatives of the same family.
This is suggested by the presence of a strong connection between the size of a person’s circle of friends
in the neighborhood and the number of acquaintances that have joined a radical Jihadist organization.
In Kram Ouest, 71.1% of respondents who know at least one person who joined a radical Jihadist
organization, said they had a large number of friends in the neighborhood. Only 5.3% have declared
having a few friends, and 2.6% having none.
The figure below shows that 2.9% of respondents in Kram Ouest strongly agree with the
statement that Jihadist radicalization is actively involved in building their neighborhood identity, while
10.3% agree, 37.9% somewhat disagree and 48.9% strongly disagree. It should be noted, however, that
all interviewed persons in La Marsa and Sidi Bou Saïd deny the fact that Jihadist radicalization
influences the identity of their neighborhood, with 67.3% strongly disagreeing and 32.7% disagreeing.
(Figure e.x.13).
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Figure e.x.13: Symbolic and territorial dimensions of Jihadism
According to you, your neighborhood is characterized by: the existence of terrorism and
extremism
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It is clear that interviewed teenagers' perceptions of presence of Jihadist radicalization and its
impact on the identity of their neighborhood are different between Kram Ouest and the neighborhoods
of La Marsa and Sidi Bou Saïd. As noted above, this data is only personal representation and cannot be
considered as objective indicators of the impact of Jihadist radicalization in Kram Ouest or La Marsa
and Sidi Bou Saïd. On the other hand, it confirms that the presence of Jihadist radicalization has a strong
influence on the image of the Kram Ouest neighborhood among residents and non-residents, while it
has almost no impact on residents of the neighborhoods of La Marsa and Sidi Bou Saïd.
In this context, and as part of the research interviews and focus groups in Kram Ouest, teenagers
denounce how their neighborhood is called: a "hotbed of terrorism and radicalization." Most of the time,
they blame the media for this negative designation. One of the teenagers in Kram Ouest complains:
“Why do we talk about Kram Ouest in the media only when it comes to conflict, social
problems, accidents and drugs? Even when they talk about the arrest of a terrorist cell, it
can only be hidden in a house in Kram!”
Although young people interviewed in Kram Ouest do not completely deny the presence of
Jihadist radicalization in their neighborhood, they believe that there is an exaggeration of the extent of
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this phenomenon, which gives a negative image of the neighborhood and its residents. In this context,
many of them claim that only a small minority of young people have joined radical Jihadist organizations
and that the fact that there are young radical Jihadists in the neighborhood is not representative of all
young people. One of the interviewed teenagers declared:
"It is true that these radicalized persons are from my neighborhood and will remain so, but
that does not mean that I will follow their example."
Overall, we conclude from these data that Jihadist radicalization is proportionally more present
in Kram Ouest than in La Marsa and Sidi Bou Saïd. However, this conclusion must be put into
perspective in order to avoid the stigmatization of the Kram Ouest neighborhood as "a hotbed for
radical Jihadists".
Figure e.x.14 provides the following three indications. First, it should be noted that the majority
of interviewed teenagers in Kram Ouest negatively perceive young Tunisians who joined radical Jihadist
groups. In fact, 57.7% of them strongly agree with labeling them terrorists and 16.9% somewhat agree
with this statement. In addition, 81.2% consider them criminals towards society and 83.8% do not
consider them as fighters for a legitimate cause. In La Marsa and Sidi Bou Saïd, 87.2% of those
questioned agree to label those who joined Jihadist groups as terrorists, while 88.1% agree to describe
them as criminals towards society and 93.7% refuse to judge them as fighters for a legitimate cause.
Thus, there are no significant differences between the perceptions of young people in Kram Ouest, La
Marsa and Sidi Bou Saïd.
Figure e.x.14: How do Kram Ouest teenagers perceive radical Jihadists?
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There is, however, a significantly higher proportion of interviewed teenagers in Kram Ouest
who positively perceive young people in their neighborhood who have joined Jihadist groups than in
La Marsa and Sidi Bou Saïd. 22.4% of Kram Ouest respondents refuse to qualify young people from their
neighborhood who joined these Jihadist groups as terrorists and 9.9% of them even think that these
fighters are fighting for a legitimate cause. By contrast, only 10.9% of respondents in La Marsa and Sidi
Bou Saïd refuse to describe young people in their neighborhood who joined radical Jihadist groups as
terrorists and the rate of those who consider that these young people fight for a legitimate cause does
not exceed 3.6%.
The rate of surveyed young people in Kram Ouest who consider that young people in their
neighborhood belonging to radical Jihadist groups are fighting for a legitimate cause (9.9%) is less than
half the rate of respondents who refuse to qualify these young people as terrorists (22.4%). This
suggests a distinction between the ideological affinity against the radical Jihadist groups and a social
solidarity with the young people of the neighborhood who joined these groups. In fact, the 74.4% of
teenagers who are reluctant to describe young people in their neighborhood who have joined radical
Jihadist groups as terrorists and the 59.5% of respondents who categorically reject the same label, all
agree that these young people are marginalized by society. This shows that a high rate of interviewed
teenagers in Kram Ouest have sympathy with young people from their neighborhood who joined radical
Jihadist groups do so through a social solidarity because they share with them the same conditions and
the same lifestyles, without necessarily feeling any ideological affinity with radical Jihadist movements.
Figure e.x.15 illustrates the perception of interviewed teenagers in Kram Ouest of the reasons
that would have prompted young people in their neighborhood to join radical Jihadist groups.
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Figure e.x.15: Motivations of youth radicalization according to Kram Ouest teenagers
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The first reasons are socio-economic, and the teenagers believe that they constitute the basic
explanation for young people's support to such groups. First, 42.3% of them strongly agree with the
statement that unemployment and lack of work opportunities are key factors driving young people to
join radical Jihadist groups; 26.1% of them agree and 15.8% reject such an explanation, while 10.3%
strongly reject it. Second, 40.1% of surveyed teenagers think that when young people lose all hope of
improving their living conditions, they are widely encouraged to join these groups: 31.3% somewhat
agree with this hypothesis, while 15.8% disagree with it, and only 7% reject it totally. In addition, 32%
of respondents strongly agree that the feeling of injustice and oppression is an important factor leading
to join radical Jihadist groups, 31.6% agree with this opinion, 19.1% disagree and 10.7% strongly
disagree with such an explanation. Finally, 33.1% of surveyed teenagers believe that material
motivation is a significant factor pushing young people to join such groups, 27.6% consider it as a
relatively important factor, while 22.8% reject it and 9.2% strongly reject this argument.
The religious and ideological reasons come second in the perceptions of Kram Ouest teenagers
of the reason why young people in their neighborhood joined radical Jihadist groups. 43.4% strongly
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agree that the misinterpretation of Islam is a factor that contributed to push neighborhood youth to join
Jihadist groups, 22.4% agree, while 17.3% disagree with this explanation and 10.3% strongly disagree
with it. However, 33.1% strongly disagree that the defense of Muslims is an important factor that
encourages young people in their neighborhood to join radical Jihadist groups and 39.3% disagree,
while 15.1% agree and 5.9% strongly agree. In addition, 4.9% declared they strongly agreed and 15.1%
said they agreed with the statement that the application of Islamic law (Sharia) is an important reason
behind the support of young people from their neighborhood to these groups, while 37.5% reject this
explanation and 33.5% strongly reject it.
In contrast, we note high response rates of "I do not know" for the various proposals included in this
component of the questionnaire, ranging between 5.5% and 7.7%.
Thus, the majority of interviewed teenagers in Kram Ouest attribute the support of young
people in their neighborhood to the radical Jihadist movement to mainly socio-economic factors which
are the deterioration of the economic integration frameworks, the decline of social protection
institutions, rising unemployment and the growing sense of social injustice.
Although most respondents exclude any connection between their neighborhood, youth
membership in Jihadist groups and religious motivations such as the defense of Muslims and the
application of Sharia, they do perceive a link between this phenomenon on the one hand and what they
consider to be a misinterpretation of religion, on the other hand.
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IV.

Conclusion
“Being a Teenager in Kram Ouest” explores the experiences, perceptions and environment of

adolescents living in Kram Ouest. To do so, the study focused on analyzing the characteristics of youth
aged 12-14 and 15-18 through a gendered lens. By comparing these results with the characteristics of
a control group of adolescent girls and boys residing in the wealthy neighborhoods of La Marsa and Sidi
Bou Said, this study has drawn significant conclusions regarding the state of young people in Kram
Ouest.
The main findings can be summarized as follows:
•

Quantitative and qualitative surveys reveal the existence of young people who are “not doing

well.” This group in particular includes those who have suicidal thoughts or who have attempted
suicide, those who use drugs to "feel better", and those who practice self-harm. Despite the dire
circumstances of some of the youth, quantitative data show that the majority of young people in Kram
Ouest are quite optimistic. They feel that they have the qualities to reach their goals in the future.
Despite this optimism, a quarter of them say they are making no effort to improve their conditions.
There is, therefore, a gap among these young people between their positive appreciation of themselves
and their willingness to make efforts toward self-improvement. In addition, the young people
interviewed share a broad negative assessment of their current living conditions. They feel they live in
a difficult social and environmental context. Despite this negative perception of their environment and
a feeling of stigmatization as a resident of a neighborhood with a bad reputation, young people
(especially boys) interviewed during the qualitative survey feel deep-rooted in this neighborhood and
declare their love for it.
•

The family is an important place for both girls and boys in Kram Ouest. In addition to education

and primary socialization, families are also a source of protection. One of the participants said that
thanks to his family, he did not travel to Syria, despite pressure from his friends. Sometimes this
protective function goes beyond the walls of the home and impacts the extended family living in the
neighborhood.
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•

The state of relationships within the family depends heavily on gender. For boys, relationships

with parents are mixed: on one side, this is where they find support, but on the other a generational
conflict and an antagonism in value systems that strains the relationship. Girls, on the other hand,
describe parental relationships rooted in unconditional support. There is, however, a tendency among
girls to view sibling relationships as much more problematic. In particular, the patriarchal system
manifests itself in their relationship with their brothers, sometimes violently. In doing so, boys dually
position their masculinity: First, they take a stance in contrast to their parents, a position implicitly
valued by society (as opposed to girls, in whom the society values the docility). Second, they assume a
dominating, “protector” role towards their sisters.
•

Girls and boys perceive that school fails as a means of personal fulfillment or social promotion.

School infrastructure, educational content and relationships with important stakeholders are all
described in a negative way. According to boys, it is a system that produces "unemployed graduates"
and serves only the interests of the privileged classes. Girls prefer vocational training because it can
lead to employment.
•

The identity of girls and boys in Kram Ouest is deeply rooted in the neighborhood. Their

collective identity is based on two key factors: First, most youth in Kram Ouest share the same
disadvantages and obstacles, creating a strong feeling of solidarity and a common system of social
norms and values. Second, the stigmatization of Kram Ouest in surrounding neighborhoods enforces
this solidarity and creates an ‘us vs. them’ mentality among the youth.
Some youth believe that in Kram Ouest, they learned "the good" and “the bad". None of them expressed
a willingness to leave the neighborhood. Even those who want to immigrate illegally say that if they had
the choice, they would come back and live there after their experience abroad. The "right" (El béhi) for
them means solidarity and the ability to overcome the "wrong" (El khayeb). This is related to violence,
which is essential for some to survive, illicit substances, theft, risks they incur and the suffering caused
by economic difficulties and conflicts with others.
•

According to young people, the state has lost interest in social investment and instead focuses

exclusively on security. The public infrastructure and facilities for leisure in the neighborhood are
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unsatisfactory. The media describes it as a neighborhood of "violence, delinquency and terrorism",
which is degrading for teenagers. It is a source of identity based on an antagonistic relationship to the
state and other privileged neighborhoods that does not promote development focused on selffulfillment and social success.
To sum up, the context in which adolescents live in Kram Ouest seems unfavorable to healthy
development, because it is characterized by constant difficult relations to the Other: ambivalent with
oneself and the family, difficult with the school, antagonist with adjoining neighborhoods, and
conflicting with the State. In this context where the cultural and leisure infrastructure is poor and
unsatisfactory, the prospects for the future appear bleak.

A Step Forward Towards Understanding Radicalization
According to our results, various factors contribute to forming an exploratory sociological model
that can explain issues such as high risk behavior, juvenile delinquency and radicalization experienced
by adolescents in Kram Ouest. The necessity of this model derives from the complexity of these
problems. Given that these issues cannot be explained by one or two isolated factors, it is important to
create, in the medium term, an integrative theoretical model relating the various factors.
Regarding the relationship between economic factors and radicalization, the results show that,
although Kram Ouest is inhabited mainly by a population from disadvantaged and middle classes61.
Most teenagers are neither delinquents nor drug addicts, nor do they choose to join or approve of
radical religious groups. Precarious economic conditions alone cannot explain choices of radicalization
or risky behavior. It is possible however, that they create a fertile ground for these issues.
The identity roots strongly associated with the neighborhood are unique to Kram Ouest when
compared to the wealthy neighborhoods of La Marsa and Sidi Bou Said. In addition to defining
themselves as Tunisians and Muslims, Kram Ouest teenagers define themselves as sons and daughters
of the neighborhood. This is confirmed by the fact that they introduce themselves with reference to the

There were no questions about the parents' income in the questionnaire, but the answers to questions about the
professions of fathers (mostly daily workers and civil servants) and mothers (with a majority that is inactive, unemployed
or daily worker) make it possible to assert that this is a neighborhood in which the wealthy classes, if any, are not present
in a significant way.
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neighborhood when they find themselves outside its borders. As for teenagers from La Marsa and Sidi
Bou Said, they say they are from the northern suburbs. Given the prejudices associated with Kram
Ouest, the extent to which the youth’s identity is rooted in the neighborhood is an important factor to
be considered for future research.
Schools still enjoy a positive image - usefulness, education, respectability - but failure rates and
absenteeism especially among the boys of Kram Ouest are high. These rates explain, on the one hand, a
drop in motivation towards the school and on the other hand greater exposures to various negative
influences from radical groups who utilize a face-to-face technique to better indoctrinate these young
people.
The conflicted and negative relationship with state institutions in general and the police in
particular is unique to Kram Ouest when compared to the young people of La Marsa and Sidi Bou Said.
The young people of Kram Ouest say that the state has given up on them and that the police abuses
them. This negative relationship with the state is a factor that contributes to radicalization, since radical
groups capitalize on this resentment towards the state and its organs to mobilize young people. The
concept of "taghut" (those who work for the disbeliever enemy) is used to legitimize any action, up to
and including calls for the murder of state officials and security forces.
Exposure to radical groups is a reality in Kram Ouest. It intensified between 2011 and 2013, just
after the Tunisian Revolution and until a ban of their activities by the State. Many teenagers have
witnessed or participated in the various actions undertaken by "Ansar-al-Sharia". This direct and
diversified exposure, including religious education classes in mosques, charitable activities and
preaching tents, has led young people to consider the neighborhood a stronghold of this radical group.
In addition, the high proportion of adolescents who know one or more people who have joined these
groups is important. Young people from the neighborhoods of La Marsa and Sidi Bou Said have not been
similarly exposed.
The conservative and compulsory character of parent’s religious beliefs and practices can
constitute a factor of indoctrination towards children, even if the related practices are moderate.
Indeed, because religion "determines everything in life" and daily choices are made in reference to
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parental representations of Islam, significant changes can occur if the religious authority gives a
rigorous reading of these precepts. Religion then becomes the ideological ground that can legitimize a
severe change in lifestyle that can go as far as the use of violence against "enemies" designated by this
authority. This corresponds to the definition of radicalization given by Khosrokhavar, 2014 presented
at the beginning of this report. In the particular context of post-revolution in Tunisia, discrediting state
religious authorities, monopolizing mosques and promoting radical sheikhs were common practice
among radical religious groups62.
The majority of teenagers have high self-esteem, feel satisfied and are optimistic. We put
forward the hypothesis that these are resilience factors that allowed a majority to avoid extreme
behavior. Future research can enrich this hypothesis with the other indicators that have shown positive
correlations with radicalization, such as certain psychopathological profiles and cognitive styles63.
These factors, which are not exhaustive, should be considered in an integrative model that will reflect
the impact of each factor on the others and at which threshold. Important research work remains to be
carried out in order to develop precise measurement tools for these factors. Further research will make
it possible to identify the exact impacts of these factors and facilitate more local studies.

Fontaine J. (2016). From a Salafist perspective in Tunisia, Editions Arabesques, Tunis.
A.; Bellaj T.; Khelifa M. (2016). An integrative psychological model for radicalization: Evidence from structural
equation modeling. Personality and Individual Differences, vol. 95, pp127-133.
62

63Soliman
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V.

Recommendations
For the inclusion and fulfillment of young people in Kram Ouest

This part of the study presents a list of recommendations in the form of concrete actions to encourage
the inclusion and fulfillment of Kram Ouest youth. It is intended to guide local and national public
policies so that they better meet the priorities of young people living in working class neighborhoods,
particularly those affected by violent extremism. It is also aimed to mobilize civil society organizations
and private sector companies around this neighborhood and foster the development of new initiatives
in line with the needs of Kram Ouest youth.

1- Happy and Fulfilled Adolescent Boys and Girls


Listening to young people and supporting them as they try to reach their goals.



Offering mentorship and helping the personal development of young people (self-confidence,
teamwork and learning to communicate with others, spirit of initiative and autonomy etc.)



Promoting after school activities related to arts, culture, sports and technology to complement
the public educational curriculum. These programs should be open to all young people, even
those who have dropped out.



Training young leaders, both girls and boys, capable of creating peaceful, motivating and
innovative dynamics for the improvement of living conditions in the neighborhood.

2- Balanced and Healthy Adolescent Boys and Girls


Launching information and awareness campaigns to highlight the damages of tobacco, drugs and
alcohol on the health of young people.



Creating safe spaces for young people to talk about their addictions under the supervision of
trained professionals.



Making psychologists available to young people within their school and the neighborhood
medical center to support them, especially during educational, personal and family difficulties.
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Providing the neighborhood medical center with equipment and training to support young
people suffering from addictions and difficulties at school or with their families, if not the
creation of a center dedicated strictly to young people.



Training the professionals involved with young people, especially in public and vocational
schools, cultural centers, youth centers, clinics et. This training should be targeted towards
ensuring professionals understand their own attitudes and assumptions relating to young
people as well as the causes of their suffering. They have a duty to maintain a professional
attitude that will help improve the situation of these young people and bring about more
peaceful relationships with adults.



Sensitizing teachers in primary and secondary schools on the question of gender and their
different expectations from students according to gender. Teachers must work to stop
unconsciously perpetuating norms of masculinity and femininity in order to create a bedrock of
equality starting at school.



Integrating inventive and entertaining learning tools into the curriculum of primary and
secondary education to emphasize gender equality among young students.



Creating a society that allows for more flexible and tolerant gender identities.

3- Tight-Knit and Caring Families
The notion of family is central; it is necessary to support it on a daily basis.


Setting up support structures for poor families to help them with administrative procedures,
particularly those relating to health, housing and work.



Helping families enter the formal work sector and benefit from subsidies to tackle financial
hardships.



Creating decentralized solidarity funds to support families in difficulty at the local level.



Implementing measures and programs to reduce violence, encourage dialogue and support
families in conflict resolution through mediation, psychological support and activities to bring
young people closer to their parents and teachers. These measures should focus in particular on
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relationships between fathers and their children as well as big brothers and their siblings.
Creating a mediator role which handle misunderstandings between adolescents and their
families or teachers could help recreate relationships of understanding and trust between them.
This role should be filled by psychologists and social workers.


Integrating families into art, culture, sports and technology projects will promote the
development of their children. This will help them understand and accept their children’s
participation. Indeed, some teenagers express the desire to get involved in such projects, but
fear the prohibition of their parents who consider them as illicit (haram).



Improving the quality of life of families with the support of new technologies.

4- Respected and Safe Young Citizens


Improving the relationship between youth and security forces through dialogue and mediation
to foster mutual understanding and respect. Similar experiments have been conducted in France
in the suburbs. Meetings between police officers and students, as well as the establishment of a
"community police", have reduced violence between the involved parties.



Creating programs to welcome, supervise and monitor the reintegration of young offenders into
society, including psychological support, academic orientation and job search.



Supporting neighborhood police officers in their efforts to build bonds of trust with citizens.



Encouraging the relevant authorities to facilitate dialogue between security forces and civil
society which can mediate with young people.



Promoting coordination between the various public institutions responsible for the supervision
and well-being of young people (youth, family and childhood, culture, education, health, social
affairs, justice, interior etc.).



Developing policies to prevent radicalization based on the social and territorial networks of the
local population (as opposed to virtual campaigns using the internet and online social networks).

5- Opportunities for a Better Future
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Helping young people in their vocational guidance from an early age, broadening their horizons
in schooling, vocational training and apprenticeships.



Showing young people concrete examples of professional success in all areas, with an emphasis
on women and men with similar personal and family backgrounds.



Supporting the efforts of civil society in its personal and professional development projects for
young people.



Involving the private sector in training, guidance and recruitment of young people, especially
those who fail school.



Encouraging collaborative projects between the state, civil society and the private sector to
improve the living conditions of young people in their neighborhood environment, including
promoting their recruitment in local projects.



Modifying educational programs and teacher training to provide appropriate support to
students who fail school and help their reorientation into appropriate sectors. For example: the
need to convince them of the importance of continuing their educational curriculum by
organizing workshops following a school failure and interactive events bringing together young
Tunisians who have successfully completed their education or vocational training. These
workshops can connect young people of Kram Ouest with other young people from the same
social and family background who have continued their studies in different sections (e.g.
engineering, science, NGOs ...), to demonstrate that success is possible, even in difficult
conditions.



Introducing young people to new areas of expertise that would allow them to consider original
careers that meet the needs of society and the 21st century labor market.

6- A Healthy, Safe and Sustainable Environment


Transforming the identity of the neighborhood into an "innovative and creative" neighborhood
and encouraging the emergence of gifted students from arts, culture, sports and technology. The
aim is to channel the need for opposition to the difficult situation and its challenges towards
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actions of creativity and innovation. The "madness" expressed in extreme behavior (drug use,
violent protest actions against the state, religious radicalization, etc.) can be diverted into a
positive "madness" of artistic creation, revolt against a lifestyle unsuited to the current needs of
youth, etc. It is necessary to reinforce the fact that the majority of the inhabitants of the district
don’t experience issues related to either radicalization or delinquency.


Promoting the creation of safe mixed-gender spaces for meetings, debates and leisure activities
such as cafés, youth clubs, sports halls, amusement arcades, art spaces and internet access areas.



Encouraging civil society organizations and businesses to settle in the neighborhood by
providing them with reception areas adapted to their needs.



Strengthening the human, financial and material resources of cultural centers, youth centers and
other structures whose aim is to educate and care for the well-being of young people.



Supporting mixed, public and private structures dedicated to entertainment, art, culture and
sports by promoting the participation of teenagers and offering new educational activities that
allow them to achieve their potential while limiting their presence on the street. It is also
necessary to strengthen the human, financial and material resources of cultural and youth
centers as well as to encourage the creation of artistic creativity associations so that young
people may develop a resilience to the sometimes difficult conditions they face.



Improving public infrastructure in the neighborhood, including clean streets, road conditions,
health services, public transportation, and creating green space and recreation areas.



Initiating a dialogue between local and national officials and young people to foster a mutual
understanding of responsibilities.



Providing the necessary support to public and governmental institutions in their initiatives to
inform the population and prevent the radicalization of young people. Civil society actors can act
as intermediaries between teenagers and these institutions by organizing neighborhood focus
groups, and awareness and prevention campaigns; they can also help develop initiatives that are
tailored to the context, needs and expectations of teenagers.
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Supporting the development of public policies and investments in an inclusive and participatory
way using digital and internet tools.



Supporting public and private initiatives that promote good governance in the management of
local affairs and encouraging the establishment of transparent and inclusive procedures for
citizens.



Advocating for the return of a social role for the state in fighting poverty and assisting poor
families, especially those restricted to the informal labor sector.



Advocating a security approach that is respectful of human rights.



Encouraging the development of policies aimed at improving the living conditions of young
people, based on scientific data and on the priorities that the youth themselves express.
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Appendices
1. Methodology
The methodology adopted is intended to provide a detailed and accurate description of the
neighborhood’s social representation models, education, state institutions, religion and radicalized
persons based on teenagers’ experience. This description will help explain their daily lives, their social
positioning, the obstacles to their development, their subsequent attitudes and behaviors and finally
their reactions to violence and radicalization. The analysis of the collected data will be carried out by
gender, age group and geographic area among teenagers residing in the Kram Ouest neighborhood and
others living in the wealthy neighborhoods of La Marsa and Sidi Bou Said, cosmopolitan cities, inhabited
by middle to high income households.
This methodology combined a qualitative and a quantitative component. The first took place in
two stages: focus groups before the quantitative survey and individual interviews with teenagers
in Kram Ouest, as well as with resource persons working with or around them, after the quantitative
survey.
The second part is a field survey of a representative sample of teenagers from Kram Ouest and a control
group selected from among other young people residing in the wealthy neighborhoods of the cities of
La Marsa and Sidi Bou Said.
Beyond any prejudice about the values or concerns of young people from Kram Ouest, the aim
of this study is to take their own experience, that is to say the way they define their own situations
(Thomas, 1923), as a starting point. To do this, the study aims to report, observe, and analyze their
speeches as closely as possible to their social reality. The interaction-based approach implemented in
this research is not intended to legitimize or justify any acts or points of view specific to these young
people, but only to understand from the inside the logic of these social actors.
Mobdiun considers that only a detailed knowledge of the representations and real life
conditions of young people would generate effective courses of action and intervention, likely to
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improve their daily lives, to prevent ideological indoctrination leading to the use of violence, and to
provide them with opportunities for personal growth and integration into society.
Figure 3: Summary of the steps of the study in chronological order

Formulation of the research questions and development of the methodology of the study

Development of a list of topics and questions for focus groups
Organization of focus groups, refinement of the survey themes according to the priorities addressed by
young people
Elaboration of the questionnaire for the field study based on the identified priorities

Organization of the field study with the young people of Kram Ouest, La Marsa and Sidi Bou Saïd

Individual interviews with Kram Ouest youth and resource persons

Analysis of the results of the qualitative and quantitative survey and drafting of the study report

Figure 4: Listening Methodology with Adolescent Boys and Girls

Listening Methodology with Teenagers (461)
by Gender and Age Groups (12-14 and 15-18 years-old)

Focus
Groups

Field
Surveys

Interviews

Qualitative Survey: Focus Groups
After delineating the general and specific objectives of the study, this first part is a field
approach that aims first of all to break with the preconceived ideas that might exist towards this
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population and then to add elements about which Mobdiun did not think spontaneously. This part will
also reveal the priorities of teenagers and prepare the subsequent phases of the study in line with their
needs.
To do this, Mobdiun organized focus groups comprising 8 to 10 teenagers aged 12 to 15 and 16 to 18,
separated by gender: three groups of girls and three groups of boys.
Two focus groups were supervised by Prodata team and four focus groups were conducted by
sociologist researchers recruited by Mobdiun for this study.
The interest of this approach was to bring together these young people around a semi-structured
discussion which allowed identifying the series of relevant themes resulting from their lived reality, to
better understand the difficulties that they encounter on a daily basis, the impacts of these on their
behavior within the family and society, as well as their resilience - whether conscious or not - in the face
of these difficulties. This discussion made it possible to structure upstream the topics to be analyzed
and the content of the questionnaires of the study (see Questionnaire of the Focus Groups in the
appendices).
Once the themes structured through the first part of the qualitative survey, a sampling strategy was put
in place to execute the quantitative field survey.

Field Survey and Sampling67
This part of the study, carried out in collaboration with the Tunisian consulting firm Elka
Consulting 68 , consists of exploiting the richness of the content of the focus groups through the
elaboration of a general questionnaire that will, once realized, cross different variables in order to
compare them. It targeted a population of adolescent girls and boys aged 12 to 18, both in and out of
school, living in Kram Ouest neighborhood, as well as a small group with the same characteristics on a
set of variables, but living in the privileged neighborhoods of La Marsa and Sidi Bou Said. This approach
will allow a comparison between two equivalent groups on a set of variables, but who are different in
terms of residential areas. The purpose of this survey, which focuses on an unexplored area, is to

67The

notion of sampling here refers to the "process of selecting the units of the population to be studied in order to analyze
them and hence draw conclusions about the general population - here 12-18-year-old teenagers of Kram West" (UNICEF).
68http://www.elka-consulting.com/fr/
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identify the data that could distinguish neighborhoods from one another to identify those that could
favor the emergence of violence in general and violent extremism in particular, to use the term used by
the United Nations.
Initially, the questionnaire was developed by Mobdiun and the researchers who contributed to
this work in order to meet the requirements of the study. It was then reviewed and discussed with ELKA
Consulting team then written in Tunisian dialect and translated into English for inclusion in this report.
Two training sessions of the team of surveyors were subsequently conducted by Elka Consulting project
leader and the study managers in the presence of Mobdiun. The first training corresponded to the test
phase of the field questionnaire. The second training was dedicated to the field study itself, as explained
below:


The first step consisted in a training program for the questionnaire, which was attended by the
team of surveyors and supervisors, where they received the answers to their questions about
the study. During this session, the objectives of the study were presented along a full reading of
the questionnaire with explanation of each question, of the different concepts and of the
methods of data collection. This step was aimed at minimizing the preconceived ideas of the
interviewer so that the questionnaire is presented in the same way to all respondents.



The second step was training in the use of tablets for questionnaire administration via the
NFIELD CAPI application.
Then, there was a test phase in real field conditions with a limited number of people to assess

the ease of understanding, the degree of acceptance and the ease of interpretation of the questionnaire.
This phase was a necessary step to check the following points:


The terms used are easily understandable and unambiguous,



The order of the questions is logical and coherent,



The questions used are sufficiently clear and precise to gather the desired information,



The questionnaire is not too long and does not cause the disinterest or annoyance of the
respondents,



There is no need to break down some issues or introduce redundancies.
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Following this phase, some changes were introduced to the questionnaire.
The field team mobilized by Elka Consulting consisted of two supervisors and twelve surveyors. Most
surveyors were experienced and had already done several studies beforehand. Data collection required
30 days of actual work and was made on tablets to avoid their re-entry from paper support on an
electronic medium and hence accelerate data processing.
Data collection was managed by supervisors appointed by Elka Consulting and Mobdiun team who
conducted daily field visits in order to:


Check the completeness and consistency of the data collected by consulting a random sample of
completed questionnaires;



Check the conformity of collected information and the compliance with the survey procedures;



Discuss with the team leader any technical problems encountered and recommend solutions.

The data has been reviewed to detect and correct coding errors. The consistency of data and filters has
been verified. The correction required the following actions:


Performing corrections according to the reasonableness of the assumptions;



Coding the incorrect values as missing values.

Then, a series of questions and answers were coded and transformed into a series of variables in order
to be usable for statistical analysis. The analysis was performed under SPSS 22.0 and EXCEL 2013 and
2016.
Characteristics of the sample:


The total number of young people interviewed is 382: 272 young people distributed in the Kram
Ouest area and 110 young people distributed in the areas of La Marsa and Sidi Bou Said.



The questionnaires were addressed face-to-face according to the sampling plan by the network
of interviewers of ELKA Consulting.

Sampling method:


Two-stage stratified sampling:
- 1st stage: random selection of the sampling point (neighborhood: block)
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- 2nd stage: systematic random choice of households with an interval of 3 households.


In households, if an individual is eligible to respond to the survey, he is interviewed. Otherwise
we move to the next household.

In this study, parental consent is very important, but no parents attend the interview with their
son/daughter.
Description of the mother population:


Source INS: 2014 Census.

Sample size and distribution:


The distribution of the sample (by age group and sex) follows the distribution of Kram
Ouest population based on 2014 INS census.



The size of the sample is conditioned by two parameters:
o The margin of error also called confidence interval: it was decided with the Mobdiun team
that it would be of 5% maximum.
o The level of confidence also known as the probability threshold, which is usually set at
95%.



This made it possible to calculate the sample size, which reached 275 respondents for Kram
Ouest.



Source INS: 2014 census.
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Figure 5: Census of Kram Ouest adolescents according to the school attendance rate, source:
INS (National Institute of Statistics), 2014
Attending School

School Drop-out

Total

377

20

397

12 - 14 years

41,5%
95%

5%

100%

428

131

559

15 -18 years

58,5%

12 – 18 years

77%

23%

100%

805

151

956

100%

Figure 6: Census of Adolescents by Age and by Updated School Attendance
Cross Figure AGE * School Attendance

Population

Attending
school

School dropout

Total

12 years

123

5

128

13 years

140

7

147

14 years

114

8

122

15 years

122

20

142

16 years

114

17

131

17 years

104

40

144

18 years

88

54

142

Age

97

Total

805

151

956

Teenagers of Kram Ouest are thus distributed as follows: 41.5% of 12-14-year olds are in school
compared to 5% who are not; 58.5% of those between the ages of 15 and 18 are in school, compared to
23% who are out of school.
The method used to calculate the sample size is as follows:
N (adjusted) = (n) / 1 + [(n – 1) / N]
R = 1.96 (since the level of confidence is 95%)
p= 0.5 (calculation for an observed proportion of 50%)
Z = margin of error: 5%
N = population (956 individuals)
n = 384.16
n (adjusted) = 274.24
Considering the used confidence interval69 (5% in accordance with the international standard
in force) and the confidence level70 (95%), the pilot group's sample size is 275 participants for the
neighborhood of Kram Ouest. The sample size of the control group is 110 participants for the
neighborhoods of La Marsa and Sidi Bou Said. This makes a total of 382 participants in the survey.
-

Sampling based on specific methods:
o First: random choice of location in Kram Ouest / La Marsa / Sidi Bou Said neighborhoods
o Second: random selection of households with an interval of 3 households.

-

Eligibility criteria for of teenagers:
o Being aged between 12 and 18 years at the time of the survey;
o Living in Kram Ouest / La Marsa / Sidi Bou Said at the time of the survey.

-

Household eligibility criteria:
o Living in Kram Ouest / La Marsa / Sidi Bou Said at the time of the survey;

69Also
70Also

called margin of error.
called probability threshold.
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o Having at least one child at the time of the survey.
Based on these criteria, a second distribution of teenagers was made, categorizing the teenagers of
Kram Ouest sample (275 participants) between those attending school and those who are not (Figure
7). The same census was developed for the sample teenagers of La Marsa / Sidi Bou Said (Figure 8).
Figure 7: Distribution of the selected Kram Ouest sample by age group, education and gender
Population

12 - 14 years

15 - 18 years

114

161

Attending
school

School dropout

Attending
school

School dropout

Man

137

54

3

62

18

Woman

138

54

3

63

18

Total

275

108

6

125

36

Figure 8: Distribution of the control group’s sample in La Marsa and Sidi Bou Said by age group
and school attendance
Population

12 - 14 years

15 -18 years

Total

School attendance
Attending
school

School dropout

Total

54

0

54

100%

0%

100%

54

2

56

96.4%

3.6%

100%

108

2

110

49.1%

50.9%

100%
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Qualitative Survey: Interviews
After determining the focus of the study, one-on-one interviews were conducted with a sample
of adolescent girls and boys in Kram Ouest, as well as with some leaders of institutions working in these
neighborhoods mainly with the target age group. 21 individual interviews were conducted (Figure 9),
focusing on four major themes: gender, risk behavior, religion and radicalization.
Figure 9: Individual interviews
Resource Persons
Health Workers at Kram

Boys

Girls

Total

12-14 years

15-18 years

12-14 years

15-18 years

5

9

2

3

Ouest Basic Health
Center
2

21

2. Focus Groups Questionnaire
Open-ended questions were asked to groups of teenagers, separated by gender and age group
and residing in Kram Ouest. Each group is made up of 8 to 10 participants and discusses for an hour
and a half to three hours.
Individual presentation: age / grade level / number of siblings / parents' economic activity
Socialization:
-

What does the family mean to you in your life?

-

Can you describe your relationship with your mother and father?

-

What do you think is the difference between the role of the father and the role of the mother in
the family?

-

How would you describe your relationship with your brothers and sisters?

-

Do you face difficulties at home? If so, could you talk about them?

-

In your opinion, does the school have a future today?

-

In your opinion, is the organization of the school appropriate to the needs of the students?
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-

What is your opinion on the teaching staff?

-

What difficulties do you encounter at school?

Sociability
-

How did you know the majority of your friends? neighborhood / Internet / school / activities

-

What are the spaces you go to most frequently with your friends?

-

Do you have relatives living in your neighborhood?

-

Do you regularly see your neighbors?

Special mobility / perceptions of space:
-

In your opinion, what is the specificity of your neighborhood?

-

What do you think is the difference between Kram Ouest and the rest of the northern suburbs of
Tunis (Carthage / Sidi-Bou Said)?

-

How do people from the outside perceive Kram Ouest?

-

How do you perceive the image of Kram Ouest through the media?

Economic conditions
-

Do you work? For what reason (pocket money, family needs ...)?

-

How do you earn your pocket money for your activities otherwise?

Violence and radicalization:
-

In the social environment where you live, do you observe demonstrations of violence?

-

What behaviors do you consider as violent?

-

In your opinion, are there many radicalized people in your neighborhood?

-

Do you personally know these people in your district, your neighbors or family circle?

-

What do these people represent for you?

-

In your opinion, how did these people become radicalized and what drives them to become
radicalized?

Gender:
-

What do you think would be the role of women in society? And that of men?

-

How would you describe the ideal man and the ideal woman?
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-

How would you describe the ideal couple?

-

What is your emotional experience (of love)?

Religion:
-

What is the place of religion in your life and what should be its place in society?

-

Do you associate religion with freedom or coercion?

-

Which authority do you think has the legitimacy to handle religious affairs?

-

Do you feel free in your choice of beliefs and your religious practices?

Citizenship and relations to public institutions
-

How do you assess the state of public services in your home and neighborhood?

-

In your opinion, does the State ensure the necessary conditions of citizenship in your
neighborhood?

-

Describe the neighborhood's relationship with the police.

-

According to you, what would be your civic duties towards the state and society?

Aspirations:
-

How do you see your future?

-

Do you consider that the conditions are favorable to the realization of your dreams?

-

What would be your needs be to make it easier?
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3. Field Survey Questionnaire
Questionnaire designed in French and addressed in Tunisian dialect (darija)
Identification :
City : 1. Kram Ouest
2. La Marsa/Sidi Bou Saïd
Rue: …………………………………….
1.

Sex: Boy/ Girl

2.

Year of birth: …….

3.

Place of birth: …………….

4.

Number of siblings: …………….

a.

Boys:

b.

Girls:

5.

Parents’ marital status:

a.

Married

b.

Separated

c.

Divorced

d.

Widow

e.

Other……………

6.

Does the father live with you on a permanent basis at home?

a.

Lives with family

b.

Lives in another region

c.

Residing abroad

d.

Deceased

e.

Other, specify ……….

7.

What is your educational level?

a.

Primary

b.

Secondary (middle school)
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c.

Secondary (high school)

d.

Vocational training

e.

School drop-out – Go to question 9/10/11/12

8.

What type of school do you attend?

a.

Normal state school

b.

Elite state school

c.

Tunisian private school

d.

Foreign system private school (French mission)

e.

Public vocational training

f.

Private vocational training

9.

Why did you leave school? (Specific to those who interrupted their education)

a.

Health problems in my family

b.

Personal health problems

c.

Family problems (divorce, death of a parent, conflicts within the family...)

d.

To work to help my family

e.

Financial difficulties

f.

Poor results at school

g.

Exclusion from the educational institution

h.

Education is not important

10.

At which grade did you stop? ………………

11.

At which age did you leave school?

12.

What is your present job? ……….. / Does not work

13.

What is the father’s occupation?

a.

Day laborer

b.

Worker assigned to the municipality

c.

Farm worker

d.

Worker in industry or commerce
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e.

Craftsman, independent worker or small merchant

f.

Civil servant or school teacher

g.

Middle-level executive or high school teacher

h.

Executive or university teacher

i.

Farmer (land owner or farm operator)

j.

Businessman or investor in commerce, industry or service

k.

Unemployed

l.

Inactive

m.

Don’t know

14.

What is the mother’s occupation?

a.

Day laborer

b.

Worker assigned to the municipality

c.

Farm worker

d.

Worker in industry or commerce

e.

Craftsman, independent worker or small merchant

f.

Civil servant or school teacher

g.

Middle-level executive or high school teacher

h.

High Executive or university teacher

i.

Farmer (land owner or farm operator)

j.

Businesswoman or investor in commerce, industry or service

k.

Unemployed

l.

Inactive

m.

Don’t know

15.

What is the educational level of the father?

a.

Illiterate

b.

Primary

c.

Secondary (first cycle)
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d.

Secondary (second cycle)

e.

University

f.

Professional training

g.

I don't know

16.

What is the educational level of the mother?

a.

Illiterate

b.

Primary

c.

Secondary (first cycle)

d.

Secondary (second cycle)

e.

University

f.

Professional training

g.

I don't know

Relationship to the neighborhood
17.

How do you introduce yourself when you are outside your neighborhood?

a.

From Kram / La Marsa / Sidi Bou Saïd neighborhood

b.

From the street ….

c.

From the northern suburb of Tunis

d.

None of these proposals

18.

According to you, which of the following best characterizes your neighborhood: (from 1 to 4:

strongly disagree– totally agree)
a.

Life is good

b.

Working class (meaning low income)

c.

There is terrorism and extremism

d.

Solidarity between inhabitants

e.

Abandoned

f.

Lively, there is movement

g.

There are social difficulties
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h.

Known by the martyrs and wounded of the Revolution

19.

Are there any tribal affiliations in your neighborhood?

a.

Yes

b.

No

20.

Can you name the tribes who live there?…………………………….

21.

Do you belong to one of them?

a.

I do not belong to any of them

b.

I belong to…………….

c.

I refuse to answer

22.

How do others perceive your neighborhood??

a.

Infrastructure Condition

b.

Cleanliness

c.

Behavior of the inhabitants

d.

Security

e.

Standard of living

23.

What is the image that the media give of your neighborhood? (1-4 very good-very bad + do not

talk about it)
24.

Does the image of your neighborhood influence the image you have of yourself? (1-4: very

good-very bad + no influence)
25.

Do you have members of your extended family living in:

a.

the neighborhood?

b.

the same street as you?

26.

Do you have friends who live in your neighborhood?

27.

Do you have friends living in other neighborhoods?

28.

Do you go to these places in your neighborhood? (1-4: not at all-very frequently)

a.

Café

b.

Hammam
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c.

Amusement Arcades

d.

Internet access spaces

e.

The street corner

29.

Do you go to these places outside your neighborhood?

a.

The city center

b.

Wealthy neighborhoods (Sidi Bou Said, Carthage…)

c.

Poor neighborhoods (Bousalsla, Sidi Daoud…)

d.

Tea rooms

e.

Amusement parks (Dahdah, Carthage Land…)

f.

Shopping centers (Tunisia Mall, Carrefour…)

30.

How do you assess your sense of security? (Scale of 1-4)

a.

Inside the neighborhood

b.

Outside the neighborhood

c.

In the morning

d.

In the evening

31.

In case of violence or threats against you, to whom do you ask for help?

a.

Police

b.

Family

c.

Friends and children of the neighborhood

d.

Tribes

e.

The neighborhood imam

32.

How satisfied are you with these services in your neighborhood? (Scale of 1-4)

a.

Public lighting

b.

State of the roads

c.

Cleanliness of streets

d.

Green spaces

e.

Leisure areas
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f.

Security

g.

Services of health institutions

h.

Public transports

i.

Library

Relationship to school
33.

According to you, what does the school do?

a.

Educates

b.

Gives respectability

c.

Helps find a job

d.

Satisfies parents

e.

Useless

34.

Is there someone to help you in your studies? Who is this person?

a.

Father

b.

Mother

c.

Brother (s)

d.

Sister (s)

e.

Friends of the neighborhood

f.

A teacher for free

g.

Another person: ………….

35.

Do you take private lessons?

a.

At home

b.

At school

36.

Do you miss school? (1-4: never-always) if rarely or never, jump to the following question

37.

Why do you miss school? (1-4: never– always)

a.

Financial difficulties

b.

Family problems
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c.

Friends

d.

Problems with teachers, supervisors or the administration

e.

Problems with pupils from the school or persons outside the school

f.

Studying is useless

g.

School is boring

38.

Have you repeated a year? …. How many times?

a.

In primary school (which one-s) …: number of years and grades

b.

In secondary school –first cycle …: number of years and grades

c.

In secondary school –second cycle …: number of years and grades

39.

In your opinion, what is the importance / value of vocational training compared to the school?

a.

The same as the school

b.

More value

c.

Less value

d.

I don’t know

40.

How do you assess your school? (1-4: very good – very poor)

a.

General conditions (infrastructure, security…)

b.

Level of pupils

c.

Level of teachers

41.

How do you assess your vocational training center? (Specific to those who follow vocational

training): scale of 1 to 4
a.

General conditions (infrastructure, security…)

b.

Level of pupils

c.

Level of teachers

42.

Have you been exposed to physical violence in your education institution? (1-4: a lot - rarely)

a.

By pupils

b.

By teachers

c.

By supervisors
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d.

Another person: …………………

43.

Have you been exposed to psychological violence in your education institution? (1-4: a lot -

rarely)
a.

By pupils

b.

By teachers

c.

By supervisors

d.

Another person: …………………

44.

According to you, who succeeds in school?

a.

Children of educated families

b.

Children of rich families

c.

Children of welded families

d.

Whoever works hard

e.

Those who have good relations with teachers, administration or supervisors

f.

Those who go to private schools

Gender and socialization
45.

Do you participate in house chores? YES (if yes, go to question …) - NO (go to question …)

46.

Do you do these tasks? (scale: always, sometimes, rarely, no)

a.

Does not participate

b.

Cleaning

c.

Cooking

d.

Shopping for daily needs

e.

Repair / DIY of household tools

f.

Other tasks: name them

47.

Who does the housework at home? (scale: always, sometimes, rarely, no)

a.

Your father

b.

Your mother

c.

Your brothers
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d.

Your sisters

e.

Everybody together

f.

The maid

48.

According to you is women’s work as important as men’s work?

a.

Yes, it is as important

b.

No, the fact that a man works is more important

c.

No, the fact that a woman works is more important

d.

I have another opinion, and here it is ......…….

49.

In your opinion, the work of the woman must be:

a.

Inside the home

b.

Outside the home

c.

In both

d.

It does not matter

50.

Do you ask for permission before going out? To whom do you ask? (Yes No)

a.

Father

b.

Mother

c.

Brother

d.

Sister

e.

Other person, specify...

f.

Nobody

51.

Do you think studies / diplomas are as important for girls as for boys?

a.

Yes it's important for both

b.

No it's more important for boys

c.

No it's more important for girls

d.

It's not important for both

52.

In your opinion, what is the role of a man in society? (Scale: strongly agree, agree, disagree,

strongly disagree).
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a.

Protecting the family and providing for its financial needs

b.

Working

c.

Being respected in the neighborhood

d.

Being obeyed

e.

Listening to what his wife / sister tells him

f.

Reproduction

g.

Imposing his opinion by force

h.

He freely chooses his role

i.

Taking care of the house

53.

In your opinion, what is the role of a woman in society? (Scale: strongly agree, agree, disagree,

strongly disagree).
a.

Protecting the family and providing for its financial needs

b.

Working

c.

Being respected in the neighborhood

d.

Being obeyed

e.

Listening to what her husband / brother tells her

f.

Reproduction

g.

Imposing her opinion by force

h.

She freely chooses his role

i.

Taking care of the house

54.

During the past year, have you been exposed to someone who: (yes / no, do you think this is

normal and where?)
a.

Insulted you

b.

Spat on you

c.

Humiliated you

d.

Ignored you

e.

Made fun of your physical appearance or your style of dress
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f.

Threatened you violently

g.

Chased you on foot or with a car

h.

Hit you

55.

Most of the time, who makes the decisions that are important for the family (especially regarding

school, work, friends)? (Yes No)
a.

Father alone

b.

Mother alone

c.

Both parents together

d.

I participate with my parents

e.

Other person, specify…………….

56.

Do you often argue with your parents? Scale: no / rarely / sometimes / often

a.

Father

b.

Mother

c.

Brother

d.

Sister

57.

What are the causes of these clashes? Scale: often / sometimes / rarely / no

a.

Pocket money

b.

The school

c.

Friends

d.

Your dress style, the outward appearance

e.

Other / specify

Relationship to religious extremism
58.

Do you know someone who joined a Jihadist group (Daesh, al-Qaeda)? Yes / no / refusal (omit

the question?)
59.

What is your relationship with this person?

a.

Member of your family

b.

Friend
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c.

A person from the neighborhood

d.

A neighbor

e.

A school mate

f.

Other (specify …)

60.

In your opinion, why are young Tunisians joining these groups? Strongly Agree / Agree /

Disagree / Strongly Disagree / DK
a.

A wrong understanding of Islam

b.

Unemployment and lack of opportunities

c.

To defend Muslims

d.

A sense of injustice and oppression

e.

To search for material interests

f.

For the application of Islamic law

g.

The lack of control of the family

h.

Loss of hope

61.

How do you perceive young Tunisians who joined these groups? Strongly Agree / Agree /

Disagree / Strongly Disagree / DK
a.

Terrorists

b.

Marginalized by society

c.

Social rights criminals

d.

Fighters of a legitimate cause

62.

Has anyone tried to convince you of the fairness of Jihadist ideas? yes / no / refusal

63.

Who is this person?

a.

Member of your family

b.

Friend

c.

Someone from the neighborhood

d.

A neighbor

e.

A school friend
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f.

Another person: …………………….

64.

Where did it happen? yes/no

a.

In the neighborhood

b.

At the mosque

c.

In the cafe

d.

At school

e.

On social networks

Self-esteem
65.

Are you satisfied with: (scale: strongly agree / agree/ disagree/ strongly disagree)

a.

Your life in general

b.

Your social relations

c.

Your physical appearance

66.

Do you feel that you have positive characteristics in your personality? YES/NO

67.

Can you quote 3 of these characteristics........................

68.

Do you have goals in life? YES NO

69.

Do you think you can achieve these goals in the future? (Yes No)

70.

What would be the obstacles to achieving them? (Yes No)

a.

Financial problems

b.

Family problems

c.

The lack of opportunities

d.

The lack of encouragement

e.

Other … specify

71.

Are you optimistic about the future? very optimistic, relatively optimistic, not optimistic,

pessimistic
72.

Do you make efforts to improve your living conditions? no effort, few efforts, a lot of effort

73.

How would you define yourself as? First, second, third, fourth and finally

a.

Tunisian
116

b.

Arab

c.

Muslim

d.

Young

e.

From a given neighborhood

f.

Supporter of a given football club

g.

I don’t identify myself with any category

74.

In your opinion, are the differences between people in general a good thing? (scale 1-4)

75.

Do you accept that people live in your neighborhood if they:

a.

are black

b.

have another religion than yours

c.

from another Arab nationality

d.

from a European country

e.

from an African country

76.

Have you noticed any activities carried out by Salafists "Ansar Al-Sharia" in your neighborhood?

What are these activities?
a.

Advocacy tents

b.

Social assistance

c.

Religious instruction courses

d.

Forums or public meetings

e.

Meetings in mosques

f.

Other activities ………….

g.

Nothing to report

77.

Have you participated in one of these activities? What are these activities? Scale 1-4 (Often-

never)
a.

Advocacy tents

b.

Social assistance

c.

Religious instruction courses
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d.

Forums or public meetings

e.

Meetings in mosques

f.

Other activities ……….

78.

Have you watched videos by ISIS (Daesh)?

79.

How did you find them? Not at all / Moderately / A little /Highly

a.

fascinating

b.

frightening

c.

attractive

d.

terrifying

e.

honest

f.

manipulated

Yes/no

Risk behaviors
80.

In the previous year, did you try to do the following? Never, once, several times, very often

(continuously)
a.

Smoke zatla (cannabis)

b.

Consume illegal drug tablets / substances

c.

Participate in a violent fight

d.

Think about immigrating illegally to a European country

e.

Attempt to immigrate illegally

f.

Jump from the canal

g.

Sniff glue / panta

h.

Think about suicide

i.

Make a suicide attempt

j.

Stand between two train cars

k.

Alcohol abuse / drunkenness

l.

Injure a part of your body with a sharp object or a piece of glass / scarify yourself with a blade

m.

Attempt to run away
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n.

Theft

o.

Have unprotected sex

81.

What do you think of illegal immigration to Italy? scale 1-4 agreement-disagree N / A

a.

A way to material and social success

b.

A stalemate that can lead to death

c.

A difficult experience that can lead to success

Relationships with institutions and civil society:
82.

How do you assess the way police treats boys in your neighborhood?

-

Very good

-

Appropriate

-

Bad

-

Very bad

-

No answer

83.

In your opinion, what role should the state play? (I agree, somewhat agree, disagree, strongly

disagree)
a.

Employ citizens

b.

Offer the infrastructure (roads, light, etc ...)

c.

Offer services (education, health ...)

d.

Guarantee security

e.

Offer work opportunities

f.

Guarantee security exclusively (without employing, nor providing services and infrastructure)

g.

Does not have a role

84.

Do you regularly go to these places? (scale of 1-4)

a.

Youth Center

b.

Children's Center

c.

Cultural Center

d.

Public Library
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85.

Are you active / Have you been active in an association? Yes/No

86.

What is the type of activity of this association?

a.

Culture

b.

Civic actions

c.

Religion

d.

Sports

e.

Media

f.

Charity

g.

Education

87.

Have you been a Scout? Yes/ No

88.

Do you know active associations in your neighborhood? Yes/ No

89.

What are these associations?

a.

Association ………………………

b.

Association ………………………

c.

Association ………………………

90.

In your opinion, what role should associations play? Yes / No / I do not know

a.

Mentor young people and helping them develop their potential

b.

Fight against fraud and corruption

c.

Play the role of mediator between citizens and police

d.

Defend human rights

e.

Proselytize and promote "true Islam"

f.

Improve the relationship between the citizen and the state

g.

Conduct charitable actions

h.

Do not have a role to play

91.

What do you propose to improve the condition of your neighborhood? Yes/No

a.

Improving infrastructure and services (roads, schools, electricity, etc ...)

b.

Improving the relationship between citizens and the police
120

c.

Creating recreational areas and green spaces

d.

Creating jobs

e.

No need for improvement, its condition is good

92.

What do you think of the “Kram Revolution Protection Leagues”? Scale of 1-4 N/A

a.

They defend the revolution

b.

They are hooligans

c.

They are victims of injustice

d.

They are citizens practicing their citizenship

e.

They are profiteers

Cultural and entertainment practices:
93.

Why do you listen to music?

a.

For love for an artist or a group

b.

To entertain and relax

c.

Express a psychological or social state

94.

Do you play music? Yes/ No

95.

Do you practice a sport? Yes/ No

96.

What is this sport?

a.

Tennis or table tennis

b.

Football, basketball or volleyball

c.

Combat sport

d.

Swimming

e.

Dumbbells or bodybuilding

f.

Other: specify...

97.

Why do you practice this sport?

a.

To defend yourself

b.

Opportunity to leave the house

c.

To entertain and relax
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d.

To keep fit

e.

Other reason: specify

98.

Do you go to the movies? (Scale of 1-5)

99.

Do you use the internet? How much time do you spend on the internet per day? (1-4)

100.

Do you read? Yes/ No

101.

How much time do you spend reading per day?

a.

Less than an hour

b.

Between 1 and 2h

c.

More than 2h

102.

Do you master foreign languages? 1-4

103.

Does your family have a library? Yes/ No

104.

Have you traveled? Yes/ No

105.

If no, do you have a trip plan?

106.

Do you go on holiday the summer?

107.

If yes, where?

a.

Stay in a hotel

b.

Abroad

c.

House at the beach

d.

Other….

Relationship to religion
108.

What does religion mean to you in your life?

a.

Does not make sense / means nothing

b.

Simple traditions and customs

c.

Personal business

d.

System that determines all life

e.

I don't know

f.

Refuses to answer
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109.

What does religion mean to your family?

a.

Does not make sense / means nothing

b.

Simple traditions and customs

c.

Personal business

d.

System that determines all life

e.

I don't know

f.

Refuses to answer

110.

What determines your behavior on a daily basis?

a.

I want to guarantee my interests and what I consider to be good for me

b.

I listen to my conscience and my convictions

c.

I listen to what is socially acceptable and avoid what is socially inappropriate

d.

I do the "Hallal" and avoid the wrong (religious) "Haram"

e.

I don't know

f.

I refuse to answer

111.

In your opinion, do you think the following statements are right? (Scale of 1-4)

a.

Religion gives an answer to all the questions and problems that I encounter in life

b.

Religion makes me calm and peaceful psychologically

c.

One has to withdraw from society in order to practice one's religion properly

d.

Religion makes me optimistic and helps me succeed in life

e.

Religion makes me happy

f.

People who do not believe in God are sad in life

g.

Religion strengthens bonds between people and improves human relationships

112.

How do you perceive the presence of religion in relationships between people? (Scale 1-4 + do

not know + refuses to answer)
113. Is there anyone who encourages you to conform to religion? Who is this person?
…………………………/ NO
114.

Do you pray?
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a.

Before yes, but now no

b.

No

c.

No, but I would like to do it

d.

Only on religious occasions

e.

Friday prayer

f.

With interruptions

g.

Daily, but not on time

h.

Daily, and on time of prayers

i.

Refuses to answer

115.

Do you go to the mosque?

a.

Before yes, but now no

b.

No never

c.

Only on religious occasions

d.

For Friday prayers only

e.

Discontinuously

f.

Daily

g.

Refuses to answer

116.

Do you fast during the month of Ramadan? 1-4 + refuses to answer

117.

Do you fast outside the month of Ramadan? 1-4 + refuses to answer

118.

Who do you think is able to explain / say what is halal and what is haram in religion?

a.

Only Sheikhs appointed by the State

b.

Any knowledgeable sheikh

c.

Anyone who knows religion well, without being a sheikh

d.

Anyone can explain and say what is "Halal" and "Haram" on their own.

e.

DK

119.

How important are the following sources in understanding religion?

g.

Radios and religious channels
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a.

Preachers

b.

Sheikhs, Imams and Muftis

c.

The Internet

d.

Social Networking Sites

e.

School Classes of Islamic Education

120.

In your opinion, what do you think of visiting the sanctuaries, the marabouts and the tombs of

the saints?
f.

Legitimate practices

a.

Desirable practices

b.

Traditions

c.

Socially and morally beneficial practices

d.

Heresy beyond religion

e.

DK

121.

Do you think Islam imposes an appearance on man? If so, what are its characteristics?

a.

Beard

b.

Beards without mustaches

c.

Short pants

d.

Qamis

e.

No appearance

f.

DK

122.

Do you think Islam imposes an appearance on women? If so, what are its characteristics?

a.

A correct dress

b.

The veil

c.

The veil without modern clothes

d.

The niqab

e.

No appearance

f.

DK
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123.

Do you think that…?

a.

The veil expresses the religiosity of my wife

b.

Gender diversity is against Sharia (Islamic law)

c.

We must forbid by law any criticism of religion

d.

Prohibit Muslim Tunisians from converting to another religion

e.

Non-Muslim Tunisians must enjoy the same rights as Muslim Tunisians
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